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No word yet on Op 


By Marco Levytsky 

As the March 31 deadline ap- 
proaches, the Government of Can- 
ada has yet to announce a commit- 
ment to extend Operation Unifier 
under which 200 Canadian soldiers 
train Ukrainian Armed Forces. 

Asked by Opposition Foreign 
Affairs Critic Peter Kent in parlia- 
ment on January 31 when Oper- 
ation Unifier will be officially ex- 
tended, Foreign Minister Chrystia 
Freeland replied “that is something 
that is being reviewed, together 
with my colleague, the Minister of 
National Defence.” 

“As our government reviews the 
many successes of Canada’s mil- 
itary training mission in Ukraine, 
we look forward to soon announ- 
cing how we will continue to sup- 
port Ukrainian efforts to maintain 
sovereignty, stability, and security 
in the years to come,” said Defence 
Minister Minister Harjit Sajjan in 
a statement emailed to Ukrainian 
News. 

“Over the past year, Canadian 
Armed Forces members deployed 
on Op Unifier have focused on 
transferring professional soldier 
skills to members of the Ukrainian 
Armed Forces. Over 2,600 Ukrain- 
ian soldiers have received training 
in a variety of areas, including com- 
bat support, weapons and marks- 
manship, explosive threat recog- 
nition, investigative techniques in 
military policing, and combat first 
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aid. These training efforts continue. 
And just this week, our govern- 
ment announced the appointment 
of Jill Sinclair to Ukraine’s De- 
fence Reform Advisory Board. Ms. 
Sinclair is a distinguished public 
servant with experience in foreign 
affairs and defence, and I am confi- 
dent she will make a valuable con- 
tribution to the Ukrainian Defence 
Reform Process.” He added. 

Ukraine’s Ambassador to Can- 
ada, Andriy Shevchenko told 
Ukrainian News that while he has 
received optimistic comments from 
government officials “we have not 
received any clear indication on the 
continuation of the project and on 
the format of the future operation” 

He said what concerns Ukraine 
most is the timing and communica- 
tion. 

“We understand that one of the 
reasons Operation Unifier was start- 
ed was to send a very clear political 
message of support for Ukraine and 
to send a very clear message of de- 
terrence to Russia. It was one way 
of telling (Russian President Vladi- 
mir) Putin: We are serious about 
protecting Ukraine. This means that 
the longer we take to send this mes- 
sage to Putin, the less effective it be- 
comes,” he added. 

Shevchenko said that with the cur- 
rent turbulence in the United States 
and the European Union the eyes of 
the world are now on Canada. 

“Canada should understand that 
every word it says and every move 
it makes has tremendously greater 
significance than before: This re- 
quires stronger leadership and a 
strong commitment to values and 
principles. I think we are lucky to 
have this great relationship with 
Canada. Canada has this wonder- 
ful reputation as an honest broker 
in the region and І think when it 
comes to this training mission, 
this is exactly what was necessary 
when it was started, and is exactly 
what is necessary right now.” 

He noted that Operation Unifier 
has been beneficial to both Ukrain- 
ian and Canadian Armed Forces be- 
cause they have learned from each 
other. While the Ukrainians have 
learned many professional skills 
from the Canadians, Canadians 
have learned from the Ukzain- 
ian soldiers’ experiences in trench 
warfare, electronic radio warfare, 
the use of drones and other new so- 
phisticated weapons which Russia 
has not tried before but is now util- 
izing in Ukraine. 

“Ukraine has been paying a very 
high price to learn these skills. We 
would like to share this knowledge 
with our partners in the free world 
because Russia is an existential 
threat not just to us, not just to our 
immediate neighbours, but to the 
whole free world, and, by the way, 
we share Russia as a neighbour 
with Canada. So it’s very import- 
ant to understand the nature of 
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A Canadian soldier sends the signal to begin the simulated attack on a defensive position during a live firing 
exercise during Operation Unifier. (Photo: Joint Task Force Ukraine) і 


this cooperation which is why we 
hear such positive remarks from 
the Canadian military about the 
nature of this operation,’ added 
Shevchenko. 

“This is the time to plan ahead 
and to make very mature long-term 
decisions and to see all the decision 
that we take as part of the broader 
picture of how we can develop 
very strong defense cooperation to 


deter Russia and to make the world 
safe.” 

The training mission occurs 
under the rubric of the Multi- 
national Joint Commission which 
includes Ukraine, the United 
States, Canada, and the United 
Kingdom. Canada joined the Joint 
Commission in January 2015, and 
co-chairs, with Ukraine, the Sub- 
Committee on Military Policing. 


The United Kingdom has аї- 
ready announced the extension of 
its training program. 

‘December 17, 2016, British De- 
fence Secretary Sir Michael Fallon 
said the initiative would continue 
for at least another year as the con- 
flict in eastern Ukraine shows no 
sign of ending. 
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PHOTO — UCHV 


Water Blessing at UCHV 


Rey. Ireneus Prystajecky, OSBM, of Mundare leads the water blessing ceremony at the ice cross at the Ukrainian 
Cultural Heritage Village (UCHV), January 19 for the celebration of the Feast of Jordan. This is an annual 
event held at the Village to commemorate the Baptism of Jesus Christ in the traditional Ukrainian way. For 
more see page NUMBER of this issue. 


Ділимося сумною і 
болючою вісткою 
Що 3 січня 2017 р. в Торонті 
Відійшов на Вічну Ватру 
Наш найдорожчий дружина, 
батько, дідуньо, брат, вуйко, 
шватер 


Св.п. інж. Ярослав 
Василь СОКОЛИК 


Народжений 17 квітня 1925 
p. у Льові 

Похорднні відправи відбу- 
лися 10 січня на цвинтарі 
Парк Лон в Торонті 


В глибокому! смутку залишилися: Дружина - Оксана, Син 
- Всеволод , Син —Irop з дружиною Дебі в Брамптоні. Внуки 
- Андрій, Данило і Катруся, Брат - Богдан Роман з дружиною 
Марією у Варшаві, Швагер Юрій Шанта з донькою Людмилою: 
Племінники і племінниці: Януш, Рената і Михайло Соколики 
у Варшаві, Оля Левкович, Ніна Кучма, Галя Басараб і Ліда 
Бойчишин у Львові, всі з родинами в Канаді, Польщі та Україні, 
Родина і i друзі в Канаді, Україні, Польщі та у світі 
Вічан Йому Пам'ять 


Пожертви «замість квітів» : 

1/ Стипендії студентам Нац. Унів. «Острозька Академія»: 
Foundation of the Encyclopedia of Ukraine, 296 Mill Rd, Suite БІ, 
Toronto M9C 4X8 

2/ Ukrainian Canadian Research & Documentation Centre 

620 Spadina Ave. Toronto, ON M5S 2H4 


Поминаємо в 40-ий день відходу у Вічність св.п. Ярослава 
Соколика 18 лютого в Церкві св. Миколая в Торонті о год. 3:00 
по пол., у Варшаві та у Львові 
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Перестановки в німецькій 
політиці грають на руку Києву? 


Ростислав Хотин, Радіо Свобода 

Останні перестановки в вищих ешелонах 
німецької політики, а саме - висунення Соціал- 
демократичною партією Німеччини колишнього 
голови Європарламенту Мартіна Шульца на поса- 
ду канплера - може зіграти на руку Україні, для якої 
результати осінніх виборів у Німеччині вже не ма- 
тимуть такого ключового значення. За будь-якого 
якого варіанту - чи одноосібного правління хри- 
стиянських демократів на чолі з Ангелою Меркель, 
чи формування коаліції між її блоком та партією 
Шульца - обидва варіанти дадуть Києву вигідний 
політичний розклад в одній із найважливіших 
країн Заходу. : 

Президент України Петро Порошенко здійснив 
робочий візит до Берліна на тлі серйозних змін у 
німецькій політиці, що відбулися останніми дня- 
ми. Пішов із посади міністра закордонних справ 
Франк-Вальтер Штайнмаєр, якого в лютому, як 
очікується, можуть обрати на суто представницьку 
посаду президента Німеччини. 

Новим главою німецької дипломатії став Зігмар 
Габріель, колишній віце-канцер і міністр економіки. 
А у вихідні Соціал-демократична партія висуну- 
ла своїм кандидатом на посаду канцлера Мартіна 
Шульца, який після завершення п'ятирічного 
терміну головування в Європарламенті повернувся 
в німецьку політику. 

Заяви німецьких політиків, зроблені цими дня- 
ми, свідчать, що якогось різкого повороту ніби не 
сталося. 

За два дні перед візитом президента Порошен- 
ка до Берліна Ангела Меркель провела телефон- 
ну розмову з новим американським президентом 
Дональдом Трампом. Причому розмова Трампа 
з Меркель відбулася раніше, аніж його розмова з 
президентом Росії Володимиром Путіним. 

Берлін турбувало, що Трамп не буде відданий 
трансатлантичним зв'язкам i НАТО, але під час 
телефонної розмови з Меркель він підтвердив 
«фундаментальну важливість НАТО для шир- 
ших трансатлантичних відносин та його роль у 
забезпеченні миру й стабільності нашої північно- 
атлантичної спільноти». 

Під час розмови Меркель і Трамп також обгово- 
рювали теми України та Росії, але більших подро- 
биць не подавала жодна зі сторін. 

Між тим, новий очільник німецької дипломатії 
Зігмар Габріель під час свого першого візиту 28 
січня до Парижа запевнив, що про скасування 
санкцій Заходу проти Росії не може йтися, допоки 
не буде поступу в реалізації Мінських угод. 

«Ми в Німеччині і Франції поділяємо ту ж саму 
позицію щодо санкцій. Ми не хочемо, щоб санкції 
скасовувались чи існували, бо ми разом виступаємо 
«за» чи «проти» принципу санкцій. Критерієм має 
бути прогрес у Мінському мирному процесі. Ми 
переконані, що санкції можуть бути скасовані, 
якщо є поступ у цьому», - сказав Габріель. 

«Ми повинні точно розуміти, що є пріоритети в 
Німеччині, є коаліційний уряд, який має погодже- 
ну політику. I я не думаю, що позиція Німеччини 
якимось чином зміниться в її чіткій позиції щодо 
санкцій проти РФ, щодо необхідності виконання 
Російською Федерацією всіх складових безпеки 
Мінського процесу», - сказала віце-прем'єр з пи- 
тань європейської та євроатлантичної інтеграції 
України Іванна Климпуш-Цинцадзе, коментуючи 
зміну в керівництві МЗС Німеччини. 

Важливим є висунення німецькими соціал- 


демократами, які нині є коаліційним партне- 
ром Християнсько-демократичного союзу/ 
Християнсько-соціального союзу Меркель, 


Мартіна Шульца на посаду канцлера на наступ- 
них парламентських виборах, які відбудуться у 
вересні. 

Згідно з останніми соціологічними опитуван- 
нями, Меркель і Шульц мають однаковий рівень 
підтримки німців. У разі, якби канцлера обирали 
напряму, то обидва політики отримали б по 41 
відсотку голосів, як свідчить січневе опитування, 
проведене на замовлення першого державного те- 
леканалу ARD - причому рейтинг Шульца зріс на 
п'ять відсотків, а рейтинг Меркель упав на два. 

У питанні, яке нині, можливо, найбільше хвилює 
німців - як бути з біженцями, - позиції Меркель і 
Шульца не різняться принципово: обидва політики 
за толерантне ставлення до біженців. 

Перша публічна промова Шульца після ви- 
сунення його кандидатури на посаду канцлера 


Петро Порошенко та канцлер Німеччини Антела 
Меркель перед початком перемовин. 


засвідчила: вінза прийняття біженців 1 підкреслено 
не сприймає тих, хто перебуває в гострій опозиції з 
цього питання. 

«Я поважаю його, він видатний борець. Однак у 
нього цілковито інше бачення Європи, ніж у нас, 
- сказав минулого тижня про Шульца угорський 
прем'єр Віктор Орбан. - Цей кандидат не розуміє 
трьох важливих речей європейської політики: 
релігії, нації та ринку. I те, що він може стати 
німецьким канцлером, ставить нас у загрозливу 
ситуацію». 

Сам Мартін Шульц не виключає формування 
коаліції після наступних виборів, але запевняє, що 
його партія не поступиться своєю програмою. 

«Говорячи просто, мета «очолити цю країну» 
означає, що ми хочемо дати Німеччині канцлера 
- в будь-якому коаліційному розкладі. Дозвольте 
мені висловитись чітко: ми подамо нашу програ- 
му, і наші майбутні коаліційні партнери повинні 
будуть поважати її зміст», - зазначив Шульц. 

Якщо Меркель та її християнські демократи не 
зможуть виграти вибори з відривом, щоб правити 
самостійно, тоді може бути коаліція з вільними де- 
мократами, або, - що, можливо, більш імовірно, 
— BKe кілька разів «обкатана» коаліція з соціал- 
демократами, коли канцлером є Меркель, а гла- 
вою німецької дипломатії міг би стати Шульц. 
Також, теоретично, могла б бути коаліція соціал- 
демократів, «лівих» та «зелених», але позиції Мер- 
кель усе ж дуже міцні, і вона має всі шанси очоли- 
ти уряд учетверте. 

Шульц відомий своєю прихильністю до України 
та її євроінтеграції, а також теплими стосунками з 
президентом Порошенком: вони свого часу домо- 
вились про одночасну ратифікацію Верховною Pa- 
дою та Європарламентом Угоди про асоціюю мі" 
Україною та ЄС. 

«...Особливо важливо те, що Шульц був одним 
із найбільш послідовних прихильників України 
в Брюсселі останніми роками і відомий скеп- 
тичною позицією щодо Росії», - вважає Костян- 
тин Федоренко з Інституту євроатлантичного 
співробітництва. - I цим він (Шульц) принципово 
відрізняється від Габріеля, який, зокрема, лобіював 
проект будівництва -газопроводу 0 «Північний 
потік-2». 

Сам Шульц уже в першій промові після висунен- 
ня на канцлера заявив про принциповість питан- 
ня санкцій проти Росії: «Німеччина є солідарною, 
коли країни почуваються під загрозою, і бере 
участь у запровадженні санкцій». 

Відтак, останні перестановки у верхніх еше- 
лонах німецької політики об'єктивно грають на 
інтереси України і нівелюють побоювання щодо 
невизначеності з огляду на вересневі вибори в 
Німеччині. Очевидно, що нині на тлі великої 
нестабільності з багатьма невідомими, на Мер- 
кель часто дивляться, як на острівець певності й 
передбачуваності, а також як на дуже принципово- 
го політика, на якого може спертись «колективний 
Захід». 

Наберуть християнські демократи достатньо, 
стане Ангела Меркель канцлером без широкої 
коаліції з соціал-демократами - Україна матиме 
при владі в Німеччині ще чотири роки твердого 
політика і в плані підтримки України, і в плані 
санкцій проти Росії, 1 як переконаного атлантиста. 

Не набере блок Меркель достатньо для 
одноосібного правління - в коаліції з соціал- 
демократами біля керма німецької дипломатії має 
всі шанси опинитися Мартін Шульц - і кращого 
варіанту, аніж тандем Меркель-Шульц в одній 
із найважливіших країн світу для України важко 
знайти. 
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Мо word yet оп Operation Unifier 
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“Britain is stepping up in Europe 
and around the world,” he said. 

“Extending British training of 
Ukrainian Armed Forces sends 
a clear message that we support 
Ukraine and remain firmly com- 
mitted to its sovereignty, independ- 
ence and territorial integrity, in the 
face of a more belligerent Russia.” 

Sir Michael said thousands of 
service personnel would be trained 


by British troops, who have been - 


spread across around 14 sites across 
Ukraine since 2015, reported The 
Independent. 

Canada is deploying approxi- 
mately 200 CAF personnel. CAF 
members come from all parts of 
Canada, depending on the skillset 
and capability that they bring to 
the conduct of a particular training 


program. 

CAF members are deployed on 
both a sustained and periodic basis 
depending on the type of training 
being conducted. 

The CAF’s primary focus is on 
tactical soldier training, also known 
as small team training, which con- 
sists of individual weapons train- 
ing, marksmanship, tactical move- 
ment, explosive threat recognition, 
communication, survival in com- 
bat, and ethics training. 

Other training activities include: 

« Explosive ordnance disposal 
and improvised explosive device 
disposal training; 

« Military police training con- 
sisting of Use of Force and Basic 
Investigative Techniques courses; 

¢ Medical training that provides 
casualty evacuation and combat 
first aid training; 


« Flight safety and language 
training; 

» Reconnaissance training; and 

* Logistics system moderniza- 
tion. 

The training began in summer 
2015 and is taking place primar- 
ily at the International Peacekeep- 
ing and Security Centre (IPSC) in 
Starychi. Training is also taking 
place at the Ukrainian Ministry 
of Defence Demining Centre in 
Kamyanets-Podilsky and other lo- 
cations in western Ukraine. 

Furthermore, the CAF is рагі- 
nered with Ukraine in the Military 
Training and Cooperation Program 
(MTCP), an ongoing engagement 
that will continue to offer a series 
of opportunities to enhance peace 
support operations, interoperabil- 
ity, military capacity building, and 
professional development. 


Conservatives call for concrete 
action and support for Ukraine 


(UkrNews)—Peter Kent, the Of- 
ficial Opposition Critic for Foreign 
Affairs, and James Bezan, the Offi- 
cial Opposition Critic for National 
Defence, on February 2 issued the 
following statement urging Can- 
ada’s new Foreign Minister, Chrys- 
tia Freeland, and her colleagues to 
take concrete action and support 
Ukraine in the face of ongoing 
Russian aggression: 

“Russian forces continue to il- 
legally occupy Ukraine’s sovereign 
territory and indiscriminate rebel 
artillery barrages are driving thou- 
sands of civilians from their com- 
munities. As conditions deteriorate, 


"Canada should not hesitate in offer- 


ing additional support to our Ukrain- 
ian allies. While the previous Con- 
servative government was proud to 
be a world leader in its support for 
Ukraine, many of our initiatives are 
set to expire. We are calling on the 
Trudeau government to immediately 
renew and expand Canada’s sup- 


port for humanitarian and military 
assistance and reverse the Liberal 
policy of appeasing the Kremlin and 
immediately restore the sharing of 
RADARSAT satellite images with 
the Government of Ukraine. 

“The Canadian Armed Forces’ 
training mission in Ukraine, Oper- 
ation UNIFIER, is set to expire at 
the end of March. For nearly two 
years, Canadian troops have been 
providing training in explosive ord- 
nance disposal, flight safety, logis- 
tics system modernization, military 
policing, and medical training. In 
addition, over the last six months 
Ukraine’s President, Petro Poro- 
shenko, has repeatedly called on 
Prime Minister Trudeau to extend 
Canada’s mission beyond March 
2017. He deserves a clear answer. 

“The Liberals should also dem- 
onstrate their willingness to stand 
up to the illegal actions of the Pu- 
tin regime by following through 
on their election promise to imple- 


ment sanctions against corrupt for- 
eign officials. The sanctions put in 
place by our previous Conservative 
government have been effective 
and until the illegal occupation and 
annexation ends, they should be 
maintained and strengthened. 

«То addition, Conservatives have 
put forward ‘Magnitsky’ style 
legislation which, if passed, would 
hold Russia’s corrupt officials, 
murders and torturers to account. 
Prime Minister Trudeau’s first 
Foreign Affairs Minister refused 
to take a stand. We urge Minister 
Freeland to reverse the govern- 
ment’s position and support our 
Magnitsky Act. 

“Canada has long been a stead- 
fast ally and supporter of Ukraine. 
As their sovereignty continues to 
be threatened, now is not the time 
for Canada to hesitate. The Tru- 
deau government must translate 
their verbal support into concrete 
action.” 


Canadian appointed to serve on Ukrainian 
Defence Reform Advisory Board 


(UkrNews)—General Jonathan 
Vance, the Chief of the Defence Staff, 
has appointed Jill Sinclair, a former 
Assistant Deputy Minister with the 
Department of National Defence 
(DND) and currently Executive Dir- 
ector, Directorate of Strategic Con- 
cepts, Leadership and Engagement 
at the Canadian Defence Academy, 
as the Canadian representative to the 
Ukrainian Defence Reform Advis- 
ory Board (DRAB). 

ЗТ look forward to this valuable 
opportunity to be able to contribute 
to the Ukrainian Defence Reform 
Process. I am grateful to Chief of 
the Defence Staff Vance for his 
support and to Minister of National 
Defence Sajjan for accepting this 
opportunity to aid one of our Euro- 
pean allies,” said Sinclair. 

Canada was informally invited 
to participate in the DRAB during 
Defence Minister Harjit Sajjan’s 
visit to Ukraine in 2016.This in- 
formal request was followed by an 
official invitation letter to MND for 
Canada to join the DRAB. 

The DRAB has been established 


Jill Sinclair 


to provide a high level of expertise 
and recommendations to the Re- 
form Committee as well as to the 
President of Ukraine, the Minister 
of Defence of Ukraine, the Chief 
of General Staff - .Commander- 
in-Chief of the Armed Forces 
of Ukraine, and senior political 
leadership. 

Since 2014, Canada has actively 
participated alongside North Atlan- 
tic Treaty Organization (NATO) al- 
lies in measure to maintain security 


and stability in Central and East- 
ern Europe — through partnering, 
training, exercises, and other oper- 
ational tasks. 

“Former Assistant Deputy Min- 
ister Sinclair’s contributions to the 
Ukrainian defence reform further 
demonstrate our determination to 
support efforts by Ukraine to main- 
tain sovereignty, security, and sta- 
bility,” said Harjit S. Sajjan, Minis- 
ter of Defence 

“T am confident in the ability 
of Jill Sinclair to support the De- 
fence Reform Advisory Board. Her 
breadth of experience and depth of 
knowledge will be invaluable to 
our Ukrainian senior government 
and military colleagues,’ added 
General Jonathan Vance, Chief of 
the Defence Staff 

Ukraine is initiating institutional 
reforms of the Ukrainian Armed 
Forces. To advance this process, 
Ukraine is establishing a Ministry 
of Defense (MoD) Reform Com- 
mittee aimed at carrying out plan- 
ning, organization, implementa- 
tion, and control of reforms. 


Чи продавати, чи купувати, 
вуйко працюватиме для Вас! 


Nick Fedchyshyn 


UNCLE NICK 
YOUR FRIEND IN REAL ESTATE 


Ії) sellariny 


BUY SMART | SELL SMART 


Tours to Ukraine 
: Family run since 2001 

2017 ALL-INCLUSIVE 16-day small group tour guided 
in English and include: airfaire, quality hotels, all meals, 
admission to all events and chartered air-conditioned bus 


We are pleased to offer three tours for 2017: 


Tour 1: May 14 - May 29 

Tour 2: July 9 - July 24 

Tour 3: August 27 - September 11 
Victoria/Vancouver $5,625.00 
Edmonton/Calgar $5,525.00 
Regina/Saskatoon $5,425.00 
Winnipeg/Halifa $5,325.00 
Toronto $5,225.00 


ALL TAXES & SURCHARGES ARE INCLUDED 


All prices are per person (double occupancy). Single occupancy: add $400.00 
Travel Medical and Trip Cancellation Insurances are NOT INCLUDED. 
Groups of 5 or more people: each person receives a $100.00 discount. 


Contact: Sandra: 1-204-256-5996 
or Toll free 1-888-269-3013 
Email: Tours ToUkraine@mymits.net 
Visit: www. Tours ToUkraine.ca 
For full information with photos 


Peter’s Legacy Lives On! 


The Ukrainian Catholic 
Women’s League of Canada, 
Eparchy of Edmonton 
Cordially Invites You to the 
Book Distribution of 


UCWLC: BUILDERS OF HOME, 
FAITH AND COMMUNITY 


By Lena Sloboda, HLM 
UCWLC Past National President 


On Sunday, February 12, 2017 
At St. Basil Cultural Centre 
10819 — 71 Avenue 
From 1:00.— 3:00 p.m. 
Including entertainment, a program and light lunch. 


Come and bring а friend. Books are free to pick up. 
Share this invitation with others who may be interested. 


For more information contact Barb Olynyk at 
780-462-3432 or bdolynyk@gmail.com 


UCWLC: Builders of Home, Faith and Community 
describes the origins of the UCWLC in the context of the history of 
the first Ukrainian settlement beginning in 1891 in Western Canada, 
focusing on Ukrainian pioneer women and their formative role in 
parish life. The book chronicles the development of the League 
as a national organization and highlights the many contributions 
об Ukrainian Canadian women in Ukrainian communities across 
Canada and in Canadian culture and society overall. 
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- | Війна з різних 


Галина Костюк 
Восьмогожовтнявідбуласячер- 
гова доповідь НТШ "Чи можливо 
поєднати різні з перспективи 
війни? Українська, 0 польська 
та єврейська спільноти Львова 
під час другої світової війни", 
з 'якою виступила професор 
Варшавського університету 
Олександра Гнатюк. Д-р Дарія 
Даревич привітала доповідачку, 
котра приїхала до  Торонта 
на | запрошення Об'єднання 
лемків Канади (голова - Роман 
Колос) та Об'єднання українців 
Закерзоння (голова - Олександра 
Кобеляк). До організації цієї 
події доклали зусилля голова 
Канадсько-українського 
дослідно-документаційного 
центру професор Юрій Даревич, 
голова | Крайової | пластової 
старшини магістр Богдан 
Колос, заступник голови Фонду 
Mississauga, ON Закерзоння магістр Євген Ладна, 
пан Роман Телех. Референтка 


= Leon Tarnowski, Edmonton, AB НТШ Христя Колос приготувала 
і 


(чбаї. г 


“Finance ef, Tax Services 
готвегзопаї еї Employed and Home Based Business Taxes 


Alexandra Cybulsky 


fax: 780-644-0964 
email pie ae ca 


ph’ 780-478-0207 
cell: 780-952-4499 


Donors to the 
Ukrainian News 
Press Fund 
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Jennie Kuzyk, Belle Rive, ON 
Marusia Soroka, 


Жертводавці 
на Прес Фонд 
«Українських Вістей» 


RET 
HRs KORE TOBAPHCTEO IM. ШЕВЧЕНКА кан 


5100 
Maria Odynsky, Toronto, ON 
Maria Zynych, Edmonton, AB 


Олександра Гнатюк 


мовою. Поштовхом для проф. до погромів на українських 1 


4 розповсюдила 0 оголошення. О.Гнатюк послужили книги польських територіях. 

Peter Slawnych, Calgary, АВ 5 » Книгарня Коота Оома виступила Т.Снайдера i його постулаг | Професор О.Гнатюк зазначила, 
Peter Dackiw, Edmonton, AB спонсором. Представив про те, що неможливо писати що прелюдією до її розвідки 

550 Orest Gauk, Edmonton, AB доповідачку | член дирекції національну історію - потрібна була виставка під львівською 


Olga Goshlak, Winnipeg, MB 
Zenia Stechishin, Toronto, ON 


Walter Ronish, Chateauguay, QC НТШ, професор Торонтського 
університету Тарас Кознарський. 
Він сказав, що проф. Олександра 


Гнатюк вивчала філологію у 


транснаціональна історія. Ta 
якщо "Т.Снайдер дивиться на 
історію з пташиного польоту, 
то OJ. Hark зосередилась на 


ратушею, організована Інститу- 
том національної пам'яті влітку 
2010-го р. Доповідачка відчула, 
що учасники виставки лише 


530 


Cecilia 5. Cherry (Nee Kordylo), $15 


тоголіо ОМ. Steve Shostak, Варшавському університеті своєму родинному  життєписі. торкнулися пробеми, проякувона 
In memory of the loving and Lloydminster, AB i захистила дисертацію Вона хоче знати, як виглядали хотіла розповісти детальніше. 
caring mother and Вабсіа Anna про | українську барокову міжнаціональні | взаємини у Ще й сьогодні є люди, котрі 
arayloa, GiceDiavayiee) April 510 рю пісню. У 2004 р. Львові під час Другої світової живуть 13 травмою BIE Кожен 
APO — December’4,'Z016. Wasyl Danyliw, Saskatoon, SK. здобула ступінь доктора наук війни. Вона шукала зртаких з розділів книги Відвага i 

за монографію "Прощання з героїв, які б дали якнайбільше страх" має свого головного 


Isabelle Darcowich, 


імперією: українські дискусії свідчень. Шукала щоденники героя. Авторка хотіла показати, 
525 Edmonton, AB про ідентичність". Упродовж (a не спогади, які були написані як через особисту історію можна 
Alex Atamanenko, Castlegar, ВС Nina Kaczaniwsky, 2006-2010 pp. викладала y багато років пізніше), особисті побачити | історію загальну, 
Central Products and Foods, Montreal, QC Варшавському університеті. документи. Звичайно, вони національну. Той чи інший герой 
Winnipeg, МВ Nancy Malycky, Calgary АВ Наразі вона керує спільною суб'єктивні, але як зіставити їх, живе не лише у колі свого етносу 
Zenon Kohut, Edmonton, AB Edward Tymchyshyn, магістерською програмою то можна побачити, наскільки — таких середовищ майже не 


було. Всі вони перетиналися. У 
Львівському університеті були 
не лише польські, а й українські 


іншою була історія. Добре відома 
картина під трафаретною назвою 
«Золотий вересень", наякій народ 


Варшавського університету та 
Києво-Могилянської академії, а 
також є радником з питань науки 


Irene Kolomijchuk. Edmonton, AB 


Edmonton, AB 


Ted Ww joshyn 


Dr. Marko В Stech 
EYE on CULTURE 


WWW.KONTAKT.CA 


studio@kontakt.ca 


| SAT and SUN 


9PM! 


« 


OMNI 


TELEVISION 


AB Sun at 42noon 
BC Sun at 7am, Tues at ат, Thur at7am 
Alberta KONTAKT - Sun at 11:30am 
416.410.1155 1.800.KONTAKT 


ПЕН-клубів, редактором більше 
тридцяти книжок і збірників. 

Тематика наукових досліджень 
проф. О.Гнатюк - польська 
та українська історія ХХ-го 
століття, переклад як діалог 
культур, культурні взаємини у 
Центральній Європі. У книзі 
"Прощання з імперією? авторка 
розглядає дебати українських 
інтелектуалів 57 перше 
десятиліття незалежности. Ця 
книга була відзначена премією 
їмени Є. Гедройця. "Відвага 
і страх? розвідка | про- 
польську, українську, єврейську 
інтелігенцію Львова під час 
Другої світової війни. Авторка, 
яка народилася y | Варшаві, 
порушила цю тему з особистих 
міркувань: львів'янами були її 
дідусь, бабуся і мати. 

Проф. Олександра Гнатюк 
сказала, що хоч про Другу 
світову війну написано 
багато, вона не бачила в тих 
дослідженнях перспективи 
різних націй, кожна з яких має 
свою версію подій у Львові. 
Кожна з них зосереджується 
на своєму баченні, а для інших 
немає місця. Інші виступають 
або як тло, або як вороги. 
Авторку найбільше цікавили 
прогалини між наративами, вона 
не бачила в історії живої людини. 
Дослідники не | вкладалися 
57 матрицю національного 
наративу. Якщо не знайти 
спільного знаменника, то ми 
не зможемо говорити спільною 


що цей пригноблений народ з 
такою ж радістю вітає німецьку 
владу. Польські | дослідники 
приписують цю радість саме 
українцям, повторюючи 
трафарети радянської 
пропаганди. На основі записів 
щоденників з'ясовується, що цю 
радість виявляли як українці, так 
і поляки. Населення у Львові до 
війни складалося із 50% поляків, 
30-35% євреїв, a українці 
становили | шосту частину. 
У Львівському воєводстві 
було 50% українців, третину 
становили поляки, шосту 
частину - євреї. Час радянської 
окупації польські дослідники 
розглядають під кутом зору 
польської мартирології - мовляв, 
виключно поляки були жертвами 
НКВД. Та документи показують 
іншу картину. До початку лютого 
було арештовано i депортовано 
двадцять тисяч, У квітні - десять 
тисяч, у червні 1940-го року - 
близько сорока тисяч населення. 
Натравень 1941-го року припадає 
найменша з хвиль. У польських 


джерелах | зазначається, що 
у першу хвилю майже самі 
поляки, у другу - родини 


ворогів народу. Це неправильно, 
що поляків було найбільше 
репресовано. У першій половині 
1941-го р. найбільшу кількість 
репресованих становили 
українці. Німецька окупаційна 
влада | приписувала | євреям 
відповідальність за більшовицькі 


злочини, котрі стали поштовхом | 


і культури у посольстві Польщі Західної України радіє своєму та єврейські професори. Як: 

Ми щиро дякуємо всім We sincerely thank в Україні. З 2010-го р. вона є визволенню. Картина ніби має проявлялися | ці | взаємини, 
жертводавцям all donors головою Інституту славістики представляти всенародну волю. коли приходив час страху, 
Польської академії наук, членом Радянський наратив показує гніт випробування? Доповідачка - 

МАУ, польського та українського панської Польщі. Але річ у тому, намагалася показати | різні 


середовища Львова - професуру 
старого 1 нового типу, 
художників, літераторів. 

Родина Лілль переховувалася 
в будинку діда й баби проф. O. 
Гнатюк. З цієї родини вийшла 
перша жінка-гематолог - Фрида 
Лілль, котра виїхала до Франції, 
написала спогади. Вона вижила 
завдяки дідові і бабі авторки. 

Славною | була | львівська 
математична школа. Гуто 
Штайнгауз постійно перетинався 
з українськими колегами, серед 
яких був (Мирон Зарицький 
- батько Катерини Зарицької 
- учасниці | УПА, голови 
українського Червоного Хреста. 

Найскладнішим для вивчення 
був Михайло Рудницький - 
напів'єврей, він був у дуже 
скрутному становищі під час 
німецької окупації, а в радянські 
часи йому краще жилося. М. 
Рудницький був блискучим 
перекладачем, критиком. 

Ярослава Музика взяла на себе 
місію збереження українського 
національного мистецтва, 
рятуючи те, що не спалили німці. 
Вона носила медикаменти i харчі 
- все, що можна було дістати у 
ті часи - до єврейського гетто. 
Люди намагалися допомагати 
одне одному, як могли. 

Виступ професора Олександри 
Гнатюк був сприйнятий з великим 
інтересом. | Під час жвавої 
дискусії доповідачка мала нагоду 
поспілкуватися 3 присутніми, 
відповісти на запитання. 
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Ukrainian tanks guard Avdiyivka in front of OSCE monitoring vehicles 


EU’s Tusk points to 
‘Russia’s aggression’ 


(RFE/RL)—European Council 
President Donald Tusk is calling on 
Russia to use its influence with sep- 
aratists in eastern Ukraine to end an 
upsurge of fighting that has caused 
many casualties and aggravated the 
humanitarian situation. 

“We are reminded again of the 
continued challenge posed by 
Russia’s aggression in eastern 
Ukraine,” Tusk said on February 
2. “The fighting must stop immedi- 
ately. The cease-fire must be hon- 
ored.” 

Ukraine says two of its service- 
men were killed and 10 others 
wounded in the country’s east in the 
previous 24 hours as heavy fighting 
between government forces and 
Russia-backed separatists entered 
its fifth day. 

Ukrainian officials had earlier re- 
ported the deaths of eight soldiers 
in the past few days, the highest 
toll in weeks, and casualties among 
civilians and separatist fighters 
were also reported. 

Kyiv’s police chief in the Don- 
etsk province, Vyacheslav Abros- 
kin, said one woman was killed and 
three men wounded in a shelling at- 
tack. 

The separatists said one of their 
fighters was killed and another was 
wounded in the past 24 hours. 

The sides traded blame for the 
surge in hostilities that are con- 
centrated around the government- 
controlled city of Avdiyivka, where 
shelling left many residents with- 
out electricity, water supplies, and 
heating in temperatures well below 
freezing. 

By February 2, the water supply 
and heating in the town north of 
the separatist-held provincial cap- 
ital of Donetsk had been partially 
restored, the Associated Press re- 
ported. 

The news agency said sounds of 
shelling were heard in Avdiyivka 
in the early afternoon, adding that 
fighting appeared to be less intense 
than in previous days. 

Апту officers have set up seven 
camps for civilians and were dis- 
tributing gruel and tea in makeshift 
street kitchens, AFP reported. 

A deal signed in Minsk in Febru- 
ary 2015 called for a cease-fire and 

steps to end the conflict that has 


Donald Tusk 


killed more than 9,750 people in 
eastern Ukraine since April 2014. 

Meeting in the Belarusian cap- 
ital on February 1, the Trilateral 
Contact Group (TCG), which is 
attempting to regulate the conflict, 
urged both sides to adhere scrupu- 
lously to the Minsk agreements and 
to withdraw heavy weaponry away 
from the contact line as previously 
agreed. 

The TCG, which includes 
Ukraine, Russia, and the Organiza- 
tion for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE), also called for 
“safe and secure access” for OSCE 
monitors and the “facilitation of hu- 
manitarian efforts” aimed at restor- 
ing water and electricity supplies. 

NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg called the renewed 
fighting “the most serious spike in 
violence in a long time,” adding 
that the humanitarian situation for 
civilians in Avdiyivka is “dire, with 
20,000 people facing freezing tem- 
peratures without heat, electricity, 
and water.” 

Stoltenberg also called on Russia 
“to use its considerable influence 
over the separatists to bring the 
violence to an end.” 

The UN Security Council on 
January 31 expressed “grave con- 
cer” over the “dangerous deteri- 
oration” in eastern Ukraine and 
called for a halt to the violence. 

Kyiv and Moscow are accusing 
each other of being responsible for 
the latest flare-up of hostilities in 
eastern Ukraine, with the Kremlin 


saying the escalation shows the 
need for a resumption in dialogue 
between the United States and Rus- 
sia. 

Russian-U.S. relations are badly 
strained over Moscow’s aggression 
in Ukraine, its actions in Syria, and 
what U.S. intelligence agencies say 
was state-directed interference in 
the U.S. presidential election. 

U.S. President Donald Trump 
has called for improved relations 
with Russia, and both the White 
House and the Kremlin said a con- 
versation between Trump and Rus- 
sian President Vladimir Putin on 
January 28 was a positive sign. 

Despite substantial evidence, 
Russia denies claims by Kyiv, 
NATO, and Western governments 
that it stirred up separatism in the 
region and has sent troops and 
weapons to Ukraine to support the 
separatists. 

The European Union, United 
States, and other states have im- 
posed sanctions on Russia over the 
conflict, as well as for its annexa- 
tion of Ukraine’s Crimean Penin- 
sula in March 2014. 

Earlier that week’ іп Berlin, 
Ukrainian President Petro Poro- 
shenko told German Chancel- 
lor Angela Merkel that the West 
should extend and _ strengthen 
sanctions against Russia if there 
is no progress in implementing the 
Minsk agreements on resolving the 
conflict. 

In an interview published on 
February 2, Poroshenko said Rus- 
sia was paying “a high price for 
its aggression” thanks to the sanc- 
tions. 

“The standard of living has fallen 
considerably, the Russian currency 
is losing its value,” he told the Ber- 
liner Morgenpost newspaper. “It is 
the sanctions that will keep Putin at 
the negotiating table and will force 
him to fully implement the Minsk 
peace agreement.” 

The president also said he does 
not expect military aid from Eur- 
ope. 

“We have our own army and we 
can fight for our independence on 
our own,” Poroshenko said. “If you 
ask me, what kind of support I need 
most from the European Union, I 
have a simple answer: unity.” 


U.S. ambassador to UN: 
No lifting of sanctions 
until Crimea returned 


(RFE/RL)—The new U.S. am- 
bassador to the United Nations, 
Nikki Haley, has expressed “strong 
condemnation of Russia’s actions” 
in eastern Ukraine and wamed that 
Ukraine-related sanctions against 
Russia will not be lifted until Cri- 
mea is returned to Kyiv. 

“Crimea is a part of Ukraine. Our 
Crimea-related sanctions will re- 
main in place until Russia returns 
control of the peninsula to Ukraine,” 
she said on February 2 in her first 
public remarks before the Security 
Council since being sworn in as the 
U.S. representative to the UN. 

“Eastern Ukraine, of course, is 
not the only part of the country 
suffering because of Russia’s ag- 
gressive actions. The United States 
continues to condemn and call for 
an immediate end to the Russian 
occupation of Crimea,” Haley said. 

Russia took control of Crimea in 
March 2014 after sending in troops 
and staging a referendum con- 
demned by Ukraine and 99 other 
countries in the UN as illegitimate. 

More than 9,750 people have 
been killed since the conflict be- 
tween Kyiv’s forces and Russia- 
backed separatists erupted in the 
Donetsk and Luhansk provinces 
the following month. 

Fighting has flared in the pre- 
vious week in the country’s east, 
with heavy fighting between gov- 
ernment forces and Russia-backed 
separatists entering its fifth day. 

Ukrainian officials had earlier re- 
ported the deaths of eight soldiers 
in the past few days, a significant 
spike in casualties, and separatist 
fighters and civilians have also 
been killed and injured. 

In the United States, Senator 
John McCain said Russia is testing 
President Donald Trump by escal- 
ating the violence in Ukraine, just 
as Russian President Vladimir Pu- 
tin accused Kyiv of fomenting the 
latest fighting in an effort to gain 
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support from the new U.S. admin- 
istration. 

McCain, а senior Republican 
senator from Arizona and a regu- 
lar Trump critic, sent a letter to the 
president in which he urged the 
him to provide lethal aid to Kyiv. 

“That this surge of attacks began 
the day after [Putin] talked with 
you by phone is a clear indica- 
tion that Vladimir Putin is moving 
quickly to test you as commander 
in chief. America’s response will 
have lasting consequences,’ Mc- 
Cain said in the letter released by 
his office. 

Ukrainian President Petro Poro- 
shenko issued a statement urging 
the international community to 
“more actively put pressure on 
Russia in order to end the shell- 
ing.” 

Ukraine has expressed concerns 
that Trump could roll back some 
sanctions imposed on Russia after 
its 2014 annexation of Ukraine’s 
Crimea region and in retaliation for 
Moscow’s military, economic, and 
political support for separatist mil- 
itants in eastern Ukraine. 

The U.S. Senate confirmed 
President Donald Trump’s pick to 
be U.S. ambassador to the United 
Nations by a decisive 96-to-4 vote 
on January 24. 

South Carolina Governor Nikki 
Haley won support from most 
Democratic senators because she 
testified that she does not support 
Republican efforts to slash U.S. 
funding for the UN. 
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Extend and expand 
Operation Unifier 


With less that two months to go until the March 31 deadline, the Gov- 
ernment of Canada has yet to announce whether or not it intends to extend 
Operation Unifier. 


This delay is unfortunate. Not only should Operation Unifier be ex-_ 


tended without question — it should be enhanced and expanded, 

This has proven to be among the most successful programs Canada has 
initiated to support Ukraine in its struggle against Russian aggression. 
Not only have the Ukrainian Armed Forced benefitted from the exper- 
tise provided by Canadians in such areas as individual weapons train- 
ing, marksmanship, tactical movement, explosive threat recognition, 
communication, survival in combat, ethics training, explosive ordnance 
disposal, military police training, medical training and flight safety, but 
Canadians are also learning from Ukrainians about their experiences in 
trench warfare, electronic radio warfare, the use of drones and other new 
sophisticated weapons which Russia has not tried before but is now util- 
izing in Ukraine. 

In other words, this program is mutually beneficial. 

While Canadian ministers have made positive statements about the fu- 
ture of Canada’s support for Ukraine, the delay in announcing concrete 
measures is disquieting. 

It creates an air of uncertainty at a time when the situation appears 
most dangerous. Emboldened by the inauguration of Donald Trump and 
the phone call he had with Vladimir Putin, Russia has unleashed а пем/ 
offensive. This has very grave consequences for the security not only of 
Ukraine, but of the rest of Europe and ultimately for the world. We may 
be facing the most serious global security crisis since the 193075. Thus, it 
becomes even more imperative to send a strong signal to Putin. And this 
responsibility falls squarely on Canada’s shoulder as never before. 

Now that Trump is in power and is contemplating lifting the U.S. запс- 
tions against Russia, and with the ascendancy of Far-Right parties, allied 
with, and financed by Vladimir Putin, in the European Union, Canada 
stands out as a bastion of unwavering support for Ukraine and the strug- 
gle to maintain democracy. All our political forces are united behind this 
principle. 

This puts Canada in a leadership role that far outstrips our military 
and economic power. But it falls right in our time-honoured and well- 
deserved reputation as an honest broker and moral leader in global affairs. 
It is time to pick up this banner of leadership and proudly hold it aloft. 

What the United States will do with its training program for Ukraine 
remains as much a mystery as everything else with the Trump admin- 
istration. But the United Kingdom, another country that holds a proud 
reputation as a steadfast supporter of democracy, has already announced 


its intention to extend Operation Orbital, its own training program with | 


the Ukrainian Armed Forces. “Extending British training of Ukrainian 
Armed Forces sends a clear message that we support Ukraine and remain 
firmly committed to its sovereignty, independence and territorial integ- 
rity, in the face of a more belligerent Russia,” proclaimed British Defence 
Secretary Sir Michael Fallon in making this announcement. 

It is the UK’s example Canada should follow and the principles espoused 
by Sir Michael that we must embrace. While we have full confidence that 
the government will do the right thing, we nevertheless urge our elected 
members and most particularly our ministers to delay no more. Operation 
Unifier should not only be extended, it should be enhanced and the whole 
program of support for Ukraine in its struggle against Russian aggression 
must be greatly expanded — even to the point of providing lethal defensive 
weaponry. Such support has never been as urgent as it is today. 
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Without sanctions 
Ukraine will fall to Russia 


By Terrell Jermaine Starr 

(Foxtrot Alpha)}—Seven Ukrainian troops were 
killed fighting against Russia-backed rebels in the 
eastern Ukrainian town of Avdiivka, January 29-30. 
The deaths are the most on record since December, 
when 17 soldiers were killed. In total 16 Ukrainian 
troops have died in combat this month. So why are 
we talking about lifting American economic sanctions 
against Moscow now? 

Ironically, the escalation in fighting started a day 
after President Donald Trump’s phone call with Rus- 
sian President Vladimir Putin. The two leaders did not 
discuss sanctions in depth, but deadly battles taking 
place since then could very be a test of how much 
America will allow Putin to get away with in eastern 
Ukraine. Currently the sanctions are one of the only 
things keeping Russia somewhat in check in Ukraine. 

In what is clearly a shot at Trump, Ukrainian Petro 
Poroshenko is seen on video asking, “Who would dare 
talking about lifting the sanctions in such circum- 
stances?” 

Kyiv claims the recent fighting began when rebels 
launched an attack on government-controlled Avdi- 
ivka, which borders separatist-controlled territory. 
Russia is blaming Ukrainian troops for the uptick in 
fighting. The AFP reports that rebels have been firing 
Grad multiple rocket systems and artillery fire since 
the early morning. It is not known if there are any 
rebel casualties. 

Concerns abound in Europe and Kyiv that Wash- 
ington may drop its sanctions against Moscow. In the 
summer of 2014, then-President Barack Obama co- 
ordinated with Brussels to levy damaging economic 
sanctions against the Kremlin for invading eastern 
Ukraine and annexing Crimea; the move was the most 
robust punishment against Moscow since the fall of 
the Soviet Union. ; 

As Foxtrot Alpha has previously reported, the 
Brussels-Washington sanctions contributed to a sharp 
contraction in Russia’s GDP and have slowed the 
country’s economic recovery. Meanwhile, Putin has 
long denied that Russian combat troops are in eastern 
Ukraine, despite clear evidence to the contrary. 

Making matters worse is the onslaught of shelling 
taking place in the industrial town of 20,000 has lead 
to heating and electricity outages that can potentially 
turn into a humanitarian crisis. No official evacuation 
is underway, but government officials say they are 
sending food to the town and are prepared to move as 
9,000 people per day to surrounding towns if needed. 

“Right now, there is no power. We have not resolved 
problems with heating homes, and the gas pipe has 
been shattered,” a local Ukrainian army spokeswoman 
told AFP. 

During a recent trip to Kyiv, George Tuka, a deputy 
minister in charge helping to settle the conflict peace- 


fully told me that if sanctions are lifted, he will have 
little leverage with which to negotiate with the rebels. 
Furthermore, he said that the conflict has little to do 
with ethnic strife, but with Moscow’s interference in 
complex local affairs. 

“This is not the problem between two neighbors,” 
Tuka told me. 

Avdiika is an extremely vital battleground for the 
Ukrainian military. If Ukraine loses it to the rebels, 
it will be an enormous blow to Kyiv, militarily and 
psychologically. It will also deepen Russia’s en- 


croachment in Ukraine and signal to Putin that he will 


not suffer consequences for violating Ukraine’s sover- 
eignty. 

Because Ukraine is not a NATO member, the alliance 
has no obligation to support it, and Putin knows this. 

The war in eastern Ukraine has taken the lives of 
nearly 10,000 people since March 2014, when fight- 
ing between rebels and Ukrainian forces was at its 
peak. A series of peace talks through the Minsk Peace 
Accord have produced little to no progress in ending 
the conflict. Much of the failure of the Minsk Accord 
has to do with the fact that Putin has no incentive to 
end the conflict. Like the situation with breakaway 
regions South Ossetia and Abkhazia, in Georgia, and 
Transnistia, in Moldova, Putin is in control. 

The tactic of using the military in weak ex-Soviet 
states has been a common geopolitical Kremlin tool 
to force Russian homogeny on neighbors who neither 
want it nor can fight against it. The fighting, eventu- 
ally may end, but no political resolution ever seems to 
follow. The Kremlin, consequently, functions as the 
de facto head of state. These situations are referred to 
as “frozen conflicts.” 

The danger with frozen conflicts is that they are 
powder kegs waiting to explode and are a constant 
danger to the residents impacted by them and points 
of instability that can cause refugee crisis, famine and 
ongoing violence. That is why sanctions have been 
such a powerful tool against Putin. The more eco- 
nomic pressure against an actor advancing destabil- 
izing tactics, the more, at least over time, the actor is 
inclined to wonder if their behavior is worth it. They 
are the best measures to take on a country short of all 
out war or hybrid cyberattacks, for example. 

If taken off the table, the bad actor will feel embold- 
ened to до а5 she ог he pleases. That is likely what is 
happening in Avdiivka. No one in the White House 
is reaffirming the commitment to U.S. sanctions or 
NATO. No one is telling Putin to keep his hands off 
Ukraine. Consequently, he’ll believe it is his for the 
taking. 

And it appears that Trump wouldn’t care if rebels 
did take over the town. Avdiivka may be just the 
beginning of what could be another major war in 
Ukraine’s east that can creep even closer 


UCC calls for increased pressure on Russia 


(UCC National)—During the last days of January, 
the Russian Federation and its proxy forces have un- 
leashed intensive artillery, Grad rocket and mortar 
shelling of Ukrainian military positions and residen- 
tial areas near Avdiyivka and surrounding locations. 

According to the Ukrainian army’s General Staff, 
eight Ukrainian soldiers were killed and 36 wound- 
ed due to shelling and attacks by Russian and proxy 
forces on January 29-January 30 alone. 

Two civilians have been injured as a result of shell- 
ing by Russian and proxy forces. The shelling by 
Russian and proxy forces has cut off electricity in Ya- 
synovata and Avdiyivka. According to Ukraine’s Min- 
istry of Foreign Affairs more than 400,000 civilians 
in the region have no access to water, electricity and 
heating. 

The United States Mission to the OSCE stated, 
“Russia and the separatists initiated the violence in 
Avdiyivka. We call on Russia to stop the violence, 
honor the ceasefire, withdraw heavy weapons, and 
end attempts to seize new territory beyond the line of 
contact.” 

As Ukraine’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated, “The 
Kremlin’s actions may qualify as a war crime, a gross 
violation of the Geneva Convention of 12 August 1949, 
and an unlawful, wanton and extensive destruction of 
property not justified by military necessity.” 

“This escalation in violence is a very troubling 
sign that Russia intends to intensify its war against 


Ukraine,” stated Ihor Michalchyshyn, Executive 
Director and CEO of the Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress. “The Russian Federation has repeatedly shown 
through its actions that it has no intention of abiding 
by the Minsk Agreements and withdrawing its army 
from sovereign Ukrainian land. As опе of Ukraine’s 
steadfast allies, it is imperative that Canada respond 
in support of Ukraine.” 

International pressure on Russia must be increased 
in order to ensure that Russia end its invasion of 
Ukraine. The UCC calls on Canada to: 

1. Issue a strong condemnation of this serious es- 
calation by the Russian Federation and demand that 
Russia abide by the ceasefire it has signed; 

2. Work with allies to significantly increase sanc- 
tions on the Russian Federation in response to Rus- 
sia’s increasing aggression, including banning Russia 
from the SWIFT international payments system; 

3. Provide Ukraine with the defensive equipment it 
needs to defend its territory, including anti-tank, anti- 
artillery and surveillance equipment. 

Ukraine has been fighting to defend itself from 
Russia for almost three years. Russia has consistently 
breached ceasefire agreements and ignored calls from 
the international community to end its invasion of 
Ukraine and reverse its occupation of Ukrainian ter- 
ritory. The response of the international согатипіту 
must be strengthened, and we call on Canada to lead 
that response. 
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Putin testing Trump early 
with Ukraine attacks 


By Paul McLeary, 
Foreign Affairs, February 1, 2017 

The Trump administration is facing its first 
major test on the international stage as vol- 
leys of Russian artillery and rockets continue 
to pound Ukrainian forces in the country’s 
contested east, reigniting the frozen conflict 
and killing about a dozen Ukrainian soldiers 
since Sunday. 

The barrages, along with renewed pushes 
by Russian-backed separatists and Ukrainian 
forces near the government-held industrial 
town of Avdiyivka, spiked dramatically on 
January 29. The day before, Presidents Don- 
ald Trump and Vladimir Putin held their first 
phone call, reportedly talking about forming 
a new alliance against the Islamic State and 
working together on a range of other issues. 

The international body tasked with mon- 
itoring violations of the Minsk agreement 
reported at least 2,300 explosions from ar- 
tillery, mortars and rocket fire on Sunday 
alone, the day after the Trump-Putin call. 
The Organization for Security and Cooper- 
ation in Europe said this was a sharp increase 
from the intermittent shelling that marks 
an ordinary day long the front, but that the 
fighting was so intense it could not properly 
keep count. 

Ukrainian forces also appear to be advan- 
cing into the no-man’s land separating gov- 
ernment-controlled territory from rebel-held 
areas, in what seems a bid to strengthen their 
bargaining position if they have to go back 
to the negotiating table again with a weaker 
hand. 

Trump’s affinity toe Russia, and his Janu- 
ary 28 phone call with Putin, has stoked fear 
in Kyiv and among NATO allies that Trump 
could strike a deal with Moscow that would 
mean less U.S. support for the Ukrainian 
government, and potentially give Russia a 
freer hand in its destabilization efforts there. 

One U.S. defense official, speaking with 
Foreign Policy on the condition of anonym- 


ity, said the Pentagon has long been antici- . 


pating an uptick in Russian aggression in 
Ukraine as Moscow tries to gauge “what 
they could accomplish” under the Trump ad- 
ministration. 

The new fighting, and reports February 1 
that a Ukrainian transport plane was struck 
by Russian ground fire, indicates that “the 
Russians are not ready to make any peaceful 
gestures on the ground,” said Alexander Ver- 
shbow, until late last year deputy secretary 
general of NATO. 

The Kremlin, he said, “may be trying to 
test the new administration to see if they 
distance themselves from Kyiv, and tell 
[Ukrainian president] Petro Poroshenko that 
he has to make the best deal with Russia, 
which of course would destroy him politic- 
ally.” 

Asked February 1 if the administration 
views the renewed fighting as a direct chal- 
lenge from Russia, White House spokes- 
man Sean Spicer said, “We’re keeping an 
eye on the situation in Ukraine.” Earlier, 
the State Department released a statement 
condemning the violation of the 2014 cease- 
fire in Ukraine that managed to avoid men- 
tioning Russia at all. 

The U.N. Security Council on January 31 
expressed its “grave concern” over the “dan- 
gerous deterioration” in eastern Ukraine and 
called for a halt to the violence by both sides. 

The U.S. defense official said Moscow has 
little reason to implement the Minsk cease- 
fire agreement. “This is all very calculated to 
have this open, bleeding sore on Ukraine’s 
body politic that will allow [Russia] to ma- 
nipulate the situation and the politics of the 

country, and thereby keep Ukraine in this 
post-Soviet kleptocratic orbit,” he said. 

The Ukraine-Russia conflict was hard 


Trump 8 affinity for Russia, and 
his January 28 phone call with 
Putin, has stoked fear in Kyiv 
and among NATO allies that 
Trump could strike a deal with 
Moscow that would mean less 
U.S. support for the Ukrainian 
government, and potentially 
give Russia a freer hand in its 
destabilization efforts there. 


enough for Europe and the United States to 
confront when Europe was more unified, and 
transatlantic ties were strong. 

Appearing before a House Armed Servi- 
ces panel February 1, former CIA Director 
David Petraeus testified that Putin under- 
stands very well “that while conventional 
aggression may occasionally enable Russia 
to grab a bit of land on its periphery, the real 
center of gravity is the political will of the 
major democratic powers to defend Euro- 
Atlantic institutions like NATO and the EU.” 

But resurgent nationalism and growing 
divisions between Brussels and Washington 
make a unified response harder. The fight- 
ing is “a test of how well Washington and 
Europe will coordinate” when faced with a 
crisis, said Franklin Holcomb from the Insti- 
tute for the Study of War. 

A major point of contention are the sanc- 
tions that the United States and Europe 
slapped on Moscow for its 2014 invasion of 
Ukraine and annexation of Crimea. If Wash- 
ington were to end its participation in the 
sanctions — as Trump has hinted — Euro- 
pean resolve will likely crumble, handing a 
major diplomatic and economic win to Pu- 
tin. 

So far, some Trump administration of- 
ficials are publicly presenting a business- 
as-usual line on Russia. On January 30, 
new U.N. ambassador Nikki Haley made 
her first round of calls and visits with U.N. 
colleagues, speaking with representatives 
from Israel, the U.K., France, and, notably, 
Ukraine. She reaffirmed U.S. “support for 
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
Ukraine,” according to a release from her of- 
fice. 

It’s not just Ukrainians who wonder about 
U.S. resolve in the face of a Russian chal- 
lenge. American and German tanks — along 
with thousands of other NATO troops — are 
taking up positions in NATO’s Baltic coun- 
tries to reassure locals nervous about the 
prospect of Russian aggression. The tempor- 
ary deployments were planned during the 
Obama administration, but could now be cut 
back. . 

During the campaign, Trump harshly 
criticized U.S. troop deployments in Eur- 
ope, saying that the Europeans should pay 
for their own defense. The U.S. rotation of 
4,000 troops and 90 tanks to Eastern Europe 
is funded out of the $3.4 billion European 
Reassurance Initiative, a fund that could 
find itself in the crosshairs of Trump and his 
incoming budget director Mick Mulvaney, 
who wants to save money by slashing the 
Pentagon’s spending on overseas deploy- 
ments. 

If the fund there slashed, it would repre- 
sent “a major breach of solidarity” with Eur- 
ope, Vershbow said. 

_ “The Russians would see that as a bonanza 
that they would try and exploit by convin- 
cing countries like Bulgaria and the Czech 
Republic that the U.S. couldn’t be counted 


on. 


1928 picture of a choir of Ukrainian immigrants to Canada. John Yakimow is in the 3rd row, 


third from the right — arms crossed. 


Му father was a refugee 


By Gord Yakimow (A personal essay) 

I am the son of a refugee. I am also the son 
of an insurgent. 

My father fled his native land and arrived 
in Canada in 1928 with nothing but the 
clothes on his back and a pinch of lint in his 
pocket. He could speak no English. 

Back then he was called a DP — Dis- 
placed Person. He worked the first year as a 
farm labourer in Saskatchewan for a man of 
the same ethnicity. He got room-and-board 
and a promise of payment after one year. But 
after the year, the boss was unable to pay. So, 
my father left and went to work on a railroad. 
From there he got a job in a mine. 

When the Second World War broke out, he 
wanted to enlist in the armed forces of his 
new country but was informed that he was 
too old. So, he lied about his age, obtained 
doctored medical clearance, and ended up 
in Normandy with the Royal Canadian en- 
gineers. On one occasion, two of the kids 
with whom he had just finished building a 
pontoon bridge were picked off by snipers 
as they stood talking. My father survived. 
While convalescing from wounds in Eng- 
land, he met an Irish “clippee*. They barely 
knew each other but nevertheless they got 
married, and after the war she came over on 
one of those War Bride ships, traveled by rail 
from Halifax to Flin Flon, and began married 
life. Eventually, I came along. 

When my father was a teenager, he had 
been a member of an Insurgency Army 
whose mission it was to free his homeland of 
occupants who had possession of his region 
of western Ukraine. Galicia. He was taken 
prisoner, and tortured. He bore a significant 
scar on his forehead for the remainder his 
life. So whenever I hear the term “insur- 
gent” on the news (often used pejoratively 
to describe an attack upon forces whom we 
consider “on our side”), I think twice before 
coming to any conclusions about the mo- 
tives of those insurgents. When I was a teen- 
ager, I would awaken to his yells and cries 
from dreams in the dark of the night, my 
mother comforting him: “You’re at home, 
Johnny. Everything’s okay. You’re safe” He 
worked all his life. Started a small business. 
Employed a few folks, including one who 
came to Canada himself as a refugee follow- 
ing the Hungarian Uprising in 1956. Payed 
taxes. Participated in service clubs. Gave 
back. Died after a short retirement. The boys 
from the local Legion fired off a salute at his 
graveside during the burial. 

His only son had a 36-year teaching ca- 


John Yakimow in 1943 


reer: he learned well from his father about 
the importance of “giving back.” His three 
grandchildren are all gainfully employed, 
paying taxes, raising children. As for my 
father’s “fellow ethnics”, they have served 
as premiers of provinces, governors general, 
cabinet ministers, justices in the Supreme 
Court, leaders of industry, NHL hockey 
players. We are hearing a lot lately about 
Syrian refugees (and, as well, about other 
immigrants). I have no doubt that 50 years 
from now, most will have made a wonderful 
contribution to our Canadian multicultural 
mosaic and identity. And the adopted home- 
land of my father, the one for whom he went 
to war, will be the richer for it. 

* A “clippee” was a young lady who sold 

and “clipped” the tickets on the buses in 
England. The driver (in a closed-off com- 
partment) had little interaction with the rid- 
ers. In my mother’s case, she had come from 
a poor farming family in the remote west of 
Ireland, one of three sisters seeking a better 
life in London. And yes, she found it. 
Gord Yakimow is a retired teacher who lives 
in Abbotsford, BC. He is a member of the 
board of a group which annually puts on 
the BC Ukrainian Cultural Festival, about 
which he has previously written articles for 
this newspaper. 
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Russia charges Crimean Tatar official 


(RFE/RL)—Russia’s Federal Security 
Service (FSB) has filed extremism charges 
against a leading Crimean Tatar official in 
the annexed Ukrainian region of Crimea. 

Officials announced on January 30 that 
Ilma Umerovy, deputy chairman of the Cri- 
mean Tatar Mejlis, the community’s top 
executive organ, has been charged with “ac- 
tions aimed at violating the territorial integ- 
rity of the Russian Federation.” 

Umerov is in Kyiv-controlled Ukraine. In 
March 2016, he made televised statements 


calling for Russia to return Crimea, which it 
annexed from Ukraine in 2014. 

Crimean Tatars have complained of hu- 
man rights violations since the annexation. 
The Mejlis has been outlawed by the Rus- 
sian authorities. 

On January 27, a Russian court in the Cri- 
mean city of Simferopol accepted charges 
of “disseminating extremist information” 
against rights lawyer Emil Kurbedinoy, who 
has served as defense attorney in numerous 
cases involving Crimean Tatars. 
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Концерт Коляд і Щедрівок в Кдмонтоні 


Орися Олійник, членка УМТА 
Концерт коляд і щедрівок що 
влаштовує Українське Музичне 
Товариство Альберти вже став 
частиною різдвяних ритуалів в 
українській громаді Едмонто- 
ну. Цього року коли Товариство 
відзначатиме своє 45 ліття, цей 
концерт, що за рахунком вже 38- 
ий, припав на 22-го січня. Для 
більшості з нас цей день — 22- 
го січня — автоматично та мо- 


ментально скеровує наші думки | 


до спогадів про довголітнє що- 
річне святкування Дня Незалеж- 
ности України, про концерти та 
святочні академії з того приводу. 

Та час не стоїть. Тепер від- 
новлення незалежности святку- 
ємо 24-го серпня, а 22-го січня 
називаємо днем  Соборности. 
Тому влучно що концерт відбу- 
вається цього дня, бо ж в ньому 
з'єдналися одинадцять різних 
хорів та ансамблів в одну співо- 
чу родину. Господарем концер- 
ту цього року була Українська 
Православна Церква - Західна 
Єпархія, тож концерт відбувався 
в православній Катедрі св. Івана 
Хрестителя. 

Концерт відкрився спільною 
колядою «Бог Предвічний». Від- 
так голова УМТА, Люба Бойко- 
Белл привітала присутніх, а 
зокрема наших  владик--Пре- 
освященного Владику Іларіона 
Української Православної Церк- 
ви та Преосвященного Владику 
Давида Української Католицької 
Церкви, і згадала, що перший 
концерт новоствореного Товари- 
ства був Концерт Коляд. 

Першим виступив збірний 
український православний хор 
(Катедра св. Івана, Собор cs. 
Андрея, Парафія св. Антонія), 
диритент: Леся Чумер, викону- 
ючи три коляди: «З нами Бог» 
(муз. М. Федорова), «Коли звізда 
ясна» (обр. І Трухлого), та «Ой 
рано-рано кури запіли» (муз. Г. 
Ступницького). 

Після цього д-р Олеся Марке- 
вич перебрала роль ведучої про- 
грами, переплітаючи концертові 
точки відомостями та комента- 
рями про наші різдвяні звичаї. 
Роботу над підготовленням тек- 


сту здійснила Галина Котович, 
член та секретар УМТА. Текст 
пов'язаний зі змістом програми 
i таким чином концерт плинно 
проходив. 

Рідна Школа при парафії св. 
Юрія Переможця, диригент. Лі- 
лея Волянська, директор школи: 
Оля Миц, розпочала свою точку 
спільною деклямацією, а відтак 
діти заспівали дві коляди: «Бог 
ся рождає» (народна коляда) та 
«Гей, летить колядка» (муз. В. 
Коханівського), а також спільно 
віншували. 

Дитячий хор української пра- 
вославної катедри св. (вана, 
диригент: Трина Криницька, за- 
співав коляду «Спи Ісусе, спи» 
(муз. Й. Кишакевича) та щедрів- 
ку «ОЙ, сивая та й зозуленька». 

Слідував український народ- 
ний хор Вітер, диритент: Леся 
Погорецька, виконуючи три ко- 
ляди: «Ой на річці, на Йордані» 
(обр. А. М. Циганюка), «Сяють 
ясним світлом на небі зірки» 
(сл. i муз. М. Лозинської, обр. 
М. Дацка), та «Коляда» (муз. М. 
Гайворонського). 

Відтак виступив жіночий квар- 
тет "Херувими" Андрея Лідер, 
Меланія Туржон, Петруся Тачин- 
ська та Катруся Тачинська- -від- 
співаючи дві коляди, обі музика 
О. Кошиця: «Янголи в небі» та 
«Дивная новина». 

Слідуюча точка, «Дідух», не 
співоча--це уривок з книж- 

“Rybalski’s Son” (автор д-р 
О. Талпаш), що описує звичаї 
пов'язані з дідухом та його місце 
і значення в наших різдвяних об- 
рядах. Його вміло відчитав Геньо 
Горбай. 

Вокальний ансамбль "Акола- 
а?, диритент: Галина Лазурко, 
відновив хорові виступи концер- 
ту відспіваючи різдвяну колиско- 
ву «Спи Ісусе, спи» (обр. М. Гоб- 
дича), солістка: Саня Гараніс, та 
«Небо і земля» (обр. О. Токара). 

Відтак хор української като- 
лицької катедри св. Йосафата, 
диригент: д-р Меланія Туржон, 
виконав три коляди: «Що то за 
предиво» (невідомий), «Різдвяна 
ніч» (невідомий) та «По всьому 
світі стала новина» (муз. К. Сте- 
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ценка). 

Хор Верховина при (Спіл- 
ці української молоді (СУМ), 
диритент: Орест Солтикевич, 
виконав дві коляди: «Приходе 
Господь» (муз. Ю. Анткова) та 
«Дзвони» (муз. А. Авдієвського, 
обр. Г. Концевича). 

Не може бути щоб не прозву- 
чав на концерті улюблений ці- 
лим світом «Щедрик» (муз. М. 
Леонтовича). Його заспівав хор 
"Капеля Кіріє", диригент: д-р 
Меланія Туржон, як також коля- 
ду «Радуйтеся всі люди» (обр. Р. 
Лопатки). 

Відтак хор парафії св. Василія 
Великого, диригент: Єлисаве- 
та Лісова- Андерсон, виступив з 
трьома колядами: «В Вифлеємі 
новина» (обр. В. Шмігеля), «З 
ночі опівночі» (обр. М. Гайво- 
ронського), та «Новая радість» 
(галицька колядка, обр. П. Ма- 
ценка). 

Програму концерту завершив 
хор Дніпро, диригент.Трина Шмі- 
гельська, відспівавши «Ой гордо- 
пишний пан-господарю» (обр. М. 
Леонтовича), «Три славнії царі» 


(обр. В. Гречинського), та «Ще- 
дрівка» (обр. О. Стадника). 

Треба дати признання усім 
хорам та їх диригентам за їхню 
працю та зусилля у підготовці до 
цього концерту. Кожний колектив 
прозвучав впевненим та зіспіва- 
ним голосом, але в той сам час 
своїм | унікально-притаманним 
звуком. Діяпазон прослухано- 
го репертуару був багатогран- 
ний: були традиційні коляди, 
були дохристіянські з темою 
господарсько-хліборобською, 
були щедрівки, та коляди суто 
біблійного характеру. Обробки 
також різноманітні, композито- 
рів різних часів включаючи су- 
часних. 

На кінець--подяки: спершу 
від голови УМТА, Люби Бойко- 
Белл, а тоді від пароха катедри 
св. Івана о. Стефана Семотюка 
котрий також запросив присут- 
ніх на перекуску в культурному 
центрі св. Івана. 

І прийшов час на остаточне за- 
ключення концерту спільною ко- 
лядою. Тут я знову згадаю день 
22-го січня. У ці найновіші часи 


цей,день набрав нового значен- 
ня. Саме три роки тому цього ж 
дня впали перші жертви Май- 
дану Гідности--Герої Небесної 
Сотні. Ми не сміємо забути їх як 
і усіх тих героїв що до сьогод- 
ні віддають життя захищаючи 
Україну у боротьбі з агресором. 
Нам надалі треба всеспрямовано 
підтримувати цю боротьбу. Тому 
було вельми відповідно що усі 
присутні заспівали коляду «Во 
Вифлеємі» котру написав (слова 
і музику) понад сто років тому 
о. Остап Нижанківський. Слова 
останної стрічки не втратили ак- 
туальности. 

Глянь оком щирим, о Божий 
Сину, 

На нашу землю, на Україну, 
Зійшли їй з неба дар превеликий, 
Щоб Тя славила во вічні віки. 


З нагоди цього концерту відбу- 
лася збірка добровільних датків 
на проєкт допомоги сиротинцям 
в Україні “Orphanage Project in 
Ukraine care of Western Eparchy”. 
Ця збірка принесла $2,850. 


Хор Дніпро (Фото -- Майкл Белл) 


Ukrainian Мему5/Українські вісті, Feb 2 - 15, 2 - 15 лютого, 2017 


Alberta Education Minister David Egge and Olena Hartsula, Special Ukrainian Advisor, International Education 
Services for Alberta Education, with the award recipients. 


Ukrainian heritage celebrated 


“Sku Music” by Iryna Karpenko 


ACUA exhibits works 
of Karpenko, Semenko with student artwork 


(Alberta EducationéUkrNews)—Alberta students The recipients’ artwork will be displayed across Al- 
have been honoured for art submissions recognizing the berta as part of the mobile Ukrainian Festival Exhib- 
125th anniversary of Ukrainian settlement in Canada. | ition and on the Alberta Education website. 

The We Became a Part of Canada art contest, зроп- | 71 want to congratulate each and every award re- 

The exhibition, held at the ACUA Art Gallery & Artisan Boutique ran sored by Alberta Education, encouraged students to cipient. I мова зе HS eH OLE allows ЗВ чо ПІВ 
until January 27 and was an arrangement of prints, paintings апа water- explore how Ukrainian-Canadian чвиано became on the diverse Onis of our communities in Alberta. 
colour infused with the Ukrainian Spirit and Soul. The artworks have a | Patt of Alberta’s multicultural identity. Between 1891 This artwork is just one way for our students to build 


(UktNews])—The Alberta Council for Ukrainian Arts held ап Open- 
ing Reception and a Ukrainian News Year’s Party for the launch of its 
Spirit & Soul exhibition featuring the works of Iryna Karpenko and Val- 
eriy Semenko, January 13. 


romantic view of Ukrainian culture, life, folklore and fairy tales. and 1914, approximately 170,000 Ukrainians im- a global outlook and acquire international and inter- 
Karpenko was born in Kyiv and graduated from Kyiv College of In- | migrated to Canada. Today, there are about 340,000 cultural knowledge, skills, and awareness which pre- 

dustrial Arts and Ukrainian Academy of Fine Art and Architecture. Albertans of Ukrainian ethnic origin and close to pares our students for success,” said David Eggen, 
In 2003 Iryna moved to Edmonton and continued her artistic career in | 600,000 who can trace their roots to Ukraine. Alberta Minister of Education. 

Canada. The award recipients, by grade category, are: Kat- Last fall, the legislature passed the Ukrainian-Can- 


Iryna’s artwork is based on impressions from a mixture of different eryna Zavoyovska (K-Grade 1), Daria Lesyk (Grades adian Heritage Day Act, recognizing September 7 as 
stories, songs and legends, which surround our real and imagined, nat- 2 and 3), Hope Simon (Grades 4-6), Ella Warawa Ukrainian-Canadian Heritage Day and designating 


as ate 7 > a у r cin) 3 2 
preference between several art techniques such as watercolor, acrylic, lowski (Grades 10-12). Canadian Heritage Year. 


gouache and printmaking. Attracted by playing with small elements, she 
likes to design an elaborate work with a lot of details. 5 
Semenko was born in the picturesque city of Chernivtsi, Ukraine near Р h k l h Ї d fi d 
the famous stone-wall residence of Brenan Metropolitans. Ooros en 0 р ans to 0 ге eren um 
Chernivtsi Art School, where Valeriy studied, probably became that cradle 
where his artistic talent evolved. He recalls with gratitude the years spent in Uk з З ау М АТО 
this school, the great teachers and unforgettable creative пов on raine j olning 
Later Semenko went to Lviv, where he was admitted to the Faculty of 
Graphic Arts at the Ukrainian Printing & Publishing Academy named} (RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko said Ukraine’s military will be up to NATO standards 
after Ivan Fedoroy. Those years in Lviv with excellent academia апа | told German media that he is planning a referendum py 2020. 
peers left an unforgettable impression for the rest of his life. Lectures on |. on whether Ukraine should join NATO now that polls | NATO and Ukraine have had a close relationship 
the composition, on the art of calligraphy, falling in love with illustrating | show 54 percent of Ukrainians favor such a move. since the early 1990s, and the alliance’s website says 
the books and historical print artefacts would become an integral part of | “Four years ago, only 16 percent favored Ukraine’s their ties are one of the “most substantial” of NATO’s 
Valeriy’s creative portfolio. entry into NATO. Now, it’s 54 percent,” Poroshenko partnerships. 
The first art exhibition of Valeriy took place at the Ukrainian Museums | told Germany’s Funke Mediengruppe newspaper However, any move by NATO to admit Ukraine 
and Archives in Edmonton in 1995. Every year he took part in various } chain in an interview published on February 2. would spark tensions with Russia. 
festivals held in Calgary, Regina, Saskatoon and other cities. In 1996 | “As president, I am guided by the views of my _ Poroshenko also told the newspaper that Ukraine is 
he had a solo exhibition in the Ukrainian Museum of Canada, Saska- | people, апа I will hold a referendum on the issue of making progress on joining the European Union by 


toon branch. In 2006, оп the 20th anniversary of the Alberta Council | NATO membership.” reducing its budget deficit and curbing corruption. 
of Ukrainian Art, Valeriy was invited to have a solo exhibition at the | | He vowed to “do all І сап о achieve membershipin “Europe should realize that it would be more se- 
Muttart Conservatory in Edmonton. the transatlantic alliance” if people vote for that. He cure, reliable, and happier with Ukraine,” he said. 


Mastery of color and style is the integral part of the artist. In his graphic 
compositions and paintings, Valeriy transfers his world of love for the his- зі у f 
torical past of Ukraine, its culture and heritage. They represent the life-af- | ! і 5 t @ +, "та 
firming and emotional state of his soul. Past and present, our world through yl 
his eyes, for those who will enjoy the works of our time in the future. 
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“Still Life With Clay Pot” by Valeriy Semenko 


Яніна Виговська 

Вперше за 35 років цього ве- 
ресня шкільний дзвінок не за- 
дзвонив до української двомов- 
ної програми у школі E.L. Horton 
у містечку Вегревіль для пані 
Ларисі Бумбак. У Вегревілі пані 
Бумбак знають майже всі, адже 
вона провчила і прожила більшу 
частину свого життя саме тут. 

Коли я вперше познайомилась 
з пані Бумбак у 2010 році, мене 
одразу вразила її невичерпна 
енергія, завжди чудовий і опти- 
містичний настрій, жвава хода по 
школі та безліч цікавих та дуже 
корисних вчительських порад. Я 
немогла повірити, що ця мініа- 
тюрна блондинка вміщує в собі 
таку величезну кількість світ- 
ла та теплоти. Починаючи мою 
кар'єру вчителя у школі поруч з 

Ларисою Бумбак, я почувалася 
набагато впевнішою та спокій- 
нішою, Пам'ятаю скільки разів я 
прибігала до неї після уроків чи 
на перерві і казала: "Це катастро- 
фа, той чи той учень зробили це, 
або сказали це...що робити? Як 
бути далі??? На що пані Бумбак 
спокійно давала мені цукерку чи 
печиво (в неї цього завжди було 
в запасі) і ділилася цікавими по- 
радами щодо будь-якої ситуації. 

Цікаво те, що даючи поради 
вона завжди пропонувала декіль- 
ка варіантів вирішення проблем, 
вона ніколи не змушувала мене 
зробити так чи інакше і ніколи не 
давала мені можливості відчути 
себе меньшевартою чи недоум- 
коватою. Всі її поради та методи 
навчання послужили мені грун- 
том у створенні моїх власних 
методик вчителювання. Але зви- 
чайно мені ще потрібно вчитись 
і вчитись щоб бодай трохи на- 
близитись до її ліги. Про такого 
ментора годі було й мріяти, саме 
тому я вирішила розповісти тро- 
хи більше вам про пані Бумбак 
в цьому невеличкому інтерв'ю з 
нею. 

Зв'язатись по телефону з пані 
Бумбак було не легко, в неї без- 
ліч справ і записів кожного дня, а 
в мене маленький син, що тільки 
почав повзати. Тому грали у те- 
лефонного квача цілий тиждень. 
Аж нарешті зізвонились і я одра- 
зу бомбардую моїми питаннями. 

Пані Ларисо, розкажіть де ви 
народилися та виросли, де на- 
вчалися? Чому ви захотіли ста- 
ти вчителем? 

Мене звати Лариса Бумбак, 


дівоче прізвище Лижник. Я на- 
родилася і виросла в Торонті. 
З малку ходила до української 
народної школи в суботу, десь 
до шостої кляси, а потім на 
курси українознавства  Свято- 
Миколаївської Церкви. Належа- 
ла до Пласту, спочатку була “ce- 
стричкою? (маючи 15 років), піз- 
ніше була виховницею на літніх 
новацьких таборах і підчас року. 
Вже ставши трошки старшою 
була "подругою" та провадила 
юнацький гурток в Пласті. Саме 
завдяки Пласту-я зрозуміла, що 
люблю працювати з дітьми i ви- 
рішила стати вчителем. Закінчи- 
ла Торонтівський університет, 
спочатку бакалавра з мистецтва, 
а потім бакалавра з педагогіки. 
Живучи в Торонто, вчила в укра- 
їнській народній школі. 

Чому українська | двомовна 
програма у Ветревілі? Ви могли 
6 вчити будь-де в Канаді, чому 
тут? 

Коли я закінчила університет у 
1981 році, то на той час не було 
багато вчительських позицій в 
Онтаріо. А в Едмонтоні та око- 
лицях якраз в той час була запо- 
чаткована українська двомовна 
програма. Коли я це почула, то 
можливість вчити нашої мови, 
передавати дітям наші традиції 
просто зачепили мене за серце. 
Якраз тоді у Вегревілі потребува- 
ли учительку у четвертому клясі. 
Уявіть собі, наша перша україн- 
ська двомовна кляса переходила 
до четвертої! Ось так я і потра- 
пила сюди 1 почала викладати 
вже з вересня 1981 року. З на- 
ступного року їздила з Вегревілю 
до Едмонтону кожної суботи аби 
вчити на Курсах Українознавства 
їмені Івана Франка. Через два 
роки вчителювання на курсах я 
перебрала на себе директорство 
i 13 років провадила курсами. 

Опишіть себе як вчителя? 

Я завжди вимагала від учнів, 
щоб вони осягнули чогось на 
вищому рівні. Щоб робили все 
якнайкраще. Я люблю правду, 
справедливість і трошки жартів, 
коли доречно. Я завжди пере- 
конана, що кожний учень може 
успішно виконати завдання, а не 
казати “I can’t”. Я завжди вчила, 
що замість цього вислову тре- 
ба казати “I will try”. Я ніколи 
не приймала відповідь “I don’t 
know.” 

Чи змінилися учні якщо no- 
рівняти ваш перший i останній 


Лариса Бумбак 


класи? Що саме змінилось, наве- 
діть декілька прикладів. 

Змінились класні кімнати, від- 
ношення до вчителя і до школи, 
загальний вигляд школи і на- 
вчальної програми. А діти як 
були раді йти до школи так і за- 
раз раді. Вони люблять брати 
участь у навчанні i розвивати 
їхні здібності та знання. Деякі 
учні потребують щоб їх більше 
підштовхували, а деякі нас диву- 
ють, деякі дуже подорослішають 
беручи участь в різних лідер- 
ських шкільних справах на про- 
тязі року. 

Найкраще відчуття для вчите- 


-ля, коли він/вона бачать, що учні 


чогось навчились, в чомусь ро- 
зібрались i мають отой "0? мо- 
мент, "Я розумію?! Ти бачиш оті 
захоплені очі, ту посмішку і ще 
раз переєонуєшся як сильно ти 
любиш свою працю! Мене Бог 
благословив, бо я не раз бачила 
як загорялися ті очі і, як раділи 
діти, коли вони чомусь навчи- 
лись. > 

Який ваш улюблений предмет 
викладання? Чому? 

У Вегревілі я вчила дітей всі 
предмети. Коли я почала вчити 
українську, то в нас майже не 
було матеріалів для того. Я все 
писала і видумувала сама. Ми 
тоді так вимагали від учнів, на- 
багато більше вживали мову чим 
зараз у програмі. 

Особливо мені було до душі на- 
вчати дітей українські Різдвяні 
та Великодні традиції. На мою 
думку, музика та спів- відзерка- 
люють українську душу, тому я 
вчила традиційні пісні, колядки, 
гаївки та веснянки дітей. Також 
завжди заохочувала учнів брати 
участь у музичному фестивалі і 
у змаганнях зі співу і деклямації 
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Лариса Бумбак закінчила 35 років вчительства 


Вчитель ніколи не йде на пенсію, він залишається Для нас вчителем на все життя 


на фестивалі Писанки. Як зараз 
памятаю, як було приємно, коли 
до мене приходили мої випус- 
кники за словами до пісень, бо 
хотіли далі вивчати наші пісні 
або з ними виступати. 

Чи були у вас якісь цікаві кур- 

йозні випадки щодо навчання 
української мови? Могюсливо учні 
щось смішне сказали чи перекла- 
ли? Наведіть приклад, 
Зараз святковий передріздвяний 
настрій, тому я вам наведу де- 
кілька прикладів з листування 
моїх учнів зі Святим Миколаєм! 
Я нещодавно перекладала мої 
шкільні нотатки і їх знайшла! 
Тому читайте і посміхайтесь! 


Уривки з листів до 

св. Миколая (1982 рік) 

Як все з Тобою? 

Як твої янгели? 

Скільки ти маєш янгелів? 

Я не хочу прутик, 

я хочу дарунки. 

Я хочу щоб був мир, любов і 
щастя на цілу землю. Це буде мій 
найгарніший дарунок. 

1987 

Я буду лишати пироги, голубці і 
молоко тобі! 

Чи ти маєш багато праці? Що Ви 
робите внебі? 

Чи ти можу сказати Христос 
Рождається до мої тітка, вуйко і 
дідо в небі? Я бажаю тобі Весе- 
лих свят! Я був трошки чемний і 
трошки не чемний! 

1996 

Я хочу мати A+! 

Чи ви любите рок музику і спорт? 
Я маю два брати, брати є шибе- 
ники. Я чемний, бо я слухаю ко- 
лись мама і тато. 

На Різдво мені треба CD, пес 
і вуж. Я дуже хочу мавпу. Мені 
треба цукорки. Цукорки є дуже 
добрі. 


Які поради ви могли б дати 
вчителям | української | мови 
тут в Канаді? Що потрібно 
пам'ятати? Як заохотити ді- 
тей мати бажання вчити укра- 
їнську мову? 

Перш за все треба любити 
свою мову і культуру, тоді мож- 
на передати учням знання і запал 
вивчати й вживати українську 
мову. Потрібно думати і знахо- 
дити можливості 1 ситуації для 
учнів, вживати мову поза шко- 
лою. Наприклад, повести дітей 
до старечого дому щоб заспівати 
колядки та щедрівки. Або на Га- 


ловін замісь “Trick ог treat”? на- 
вчити український віршик. Коли 
діти в костюмах до мене прихо- 
дили і просили в мене україн- 
ською мовою я завжди мала для 
них торбу з ласощами. Навіть 
мої випускники, учні з середньої 
школи, де вже не було україн- 
ської програми, приходили до 
мене з тим віршиком і просили 
цукерки. Я вчила дітей сіяти на 
Маланку і ми ходили до дирек- 
ції та бізнесів у місті говорячи 
"Сію-вію mocisato...” Було дуже 
чудово. 

зПотрібно нав'язувати контак- 
ти з учнями інших українських 
шкіл і листуватися. Така співп- 
раця скріпляє і розбудовує про- 
граму! Та й не тільки учнівська 
співпраця, але й вчительська 
теж! 

За чим у школі Ви найбільше 
сумуєте на пенсії? Чому? 

На разі я маю нагоду бути в шко- 
лі майже кожного тижня, на за- 
ступі. Отже, я ще не сумую. 

Які у вас тепер плани на май- 
бутнє? Чим займаєтесь і що ро- 
бите у вільний-час? 

Я далі продовжую працюва-: 
ти у Вегревільській культурній 
асоціації. Ця організація пла- 
нує і організовує наш щорічний 
фестиваль Писанки (Vegreville 
Pysanka Festival). Так само як i- 
раніше дерегую нашим церков- 
ним хором в католицькій церкві. 

Я тепер маю трохи більше часу 
помагати в інших організаціях 
тому я долучилась до коміте- 


ту музичного феститамто Ваотитії = 


Брук. Приєдналася до комітету 
UBLA (Ukrainian Bilingual Lan- 
guage Association). Продовжую 
допомагати в парафіальних 3a- 
ходах. Я тепер зможу приділіти 
більше часу моїй родині. 

На разі планую більше подоро- 
жувати з чоловіком, хочу поїхати 
з ним на Україну влітку. 

Планую і надалі працювати 
і підтримувати навчання 
української мови і культури в 
Альберті, адже це мені дуже 
важливе. 

Надіюсь, що плани пані Бум- 
бак здійсняться і вона зможе по- 
їхати до України. Я її все переко- 
ную, що вона повинна провести 
декілька уроків в українських 
школах, аби побачити різницю 
в дітях та вихованні. Бажаю Вам 
здоровя, та наснаги жити і нада- 
лі підтримувати українство тут в 
Альберті! 


Арешт ФСБ пов'язаний із втручанням Росії у вибори США -- експерт 


(Голос Америки) - Арешт топ- 
менеджера російської компанії 
Kaspersky Lab Руслана Стоянова, 
якого ФСБ затримала за підозрою 
у державній зраді, є наслідком 
доповіді США стосовно 
російського втручання у вибори 
президента Америки та активної 
дискусії з даного питання у ЗМІ 
США. Про це пише Пол Розенц- 
вейг, безпековий експерт, викла- 
дач престижного George Washing- 
ton University на сторінках блогу 
Law Fare, присвяченого питанням 
нацбезпеки США. 

На думку Розенцвейга, 
доповідь американської розвідки 
могла | наштовхнути | росіян 


на думку про те, що серед 
високопосадовців спеслужб та 
приватних компаній у Росії мо- 
жуть бути інформатори США. 
Стоянов очолював відділ 
розслідування комп'ютерних 
інцидентів | у компанії. 3a 
повідомленням російських 
ЗМІ, арешт Стоянова співпав із 
розслідуванням стосовно одно- 
го із заступників голови Центру 
інформаційної безпеки ФСБ. 
«Хоча оприлюднена публічно 
доповідь розвідки СПА була 
справедливо охарактеризована, 
як багата на висновки, але бідна 
щодо їх обгрунтування, вона тим 
не менш запропонувала деякі 


сміливі висновки. Тож, ймовірно, 
росіяни справедливо подумали, 
що висновки розвідки засновані 
на доказах, які не увійшли до 
публічного варіанту доповіді». 
«Особливу увагу привертає те, 
що доповідь розвідки США та по- 
дальша дискусія щодо неї у ЗМІ, 
схоже, викрили те, що розвідка 
США добре поінформована про те, 
що говорять у Росії, А заяви з аме- 
риканського боку у дусі «ми бачи- 
ли, як вони святкують», «ми бачили 
накази Путіна» були дуже промови- 
стими для контррозвідників Росії. 
Зокрема, глибока поінформованість 
з приводу закулісних подій y-Pocii, 
яку виявили американці, могла на- 


вести російських контррозвідників 
на думку що США отримують 
інформацію від законспірованих 
джерел у самій Росії», - пише Ро- 
зенцвейг. 

Експерт також висловив думку, 
що викриття можливих агентів 
США у Росії стало наслідком 
того, WO у ході виборчої 
кампанії, розвідка пішла на без- 
прецедентну відкритість, щоб 
переконати ЗМІ та суспільство в 
обгрунтованості своїх висновків. 

Він також зауважує, що 
швидкість, з якою контррозвідка 
США виявила можливе амери- 


канське джерело у «Лабораторії 


Касперського» може вказувати 


на те, що ця компанія дуже тісно 
пов'язана з урядом Росії. 

«З огляду на це, чи повинен 
уряд США назвати «Лабораторію 
Касперського» системою, 
яку контролює уряд Росії?» - 
запитує оглядач. - Чи потрібно 
провести оцінку міри викори- 
стання продуктів «Лабораторії 
Касперського» Ha стратегічно 
важливих об'єктах у США?» 

«Лабораторія Касперсько- 
го» оприлюднила заяву з при- 
воду арешту її співробітника, 
зазначивши, що його затри- 
мання здійснено у зв'язку із 
розслідуванням його діяльності 
до початку роботи у компанії. 
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Participants at a summer workshop in Chernivtsi 


New Edmonton initiatives for 
disabled students in Ukraine 


(Canada Ukraine Alliance for 
DHHP)—The public is invited 
to hear Dr ог Kobel from the 
Ukrainian Catholic University in 
Імім and Yuri Konkin of MacEwan 
University speak about the latest 
examples of Canadian community 
and university aid to disabled stu- 
dents and people displaced by the 
war in Ukraine 

Dr thor Kobel has been known to 
Edmontonians for over 15 years as 
an organiser of summer workshops 
for deaf students that have taken 
place in many Cities of Ukraine. A 
graduate of the Faculty of Educa- 
tion, University of Alberta and Dra- 
homanoy University, he now has 
been’appointed as the founding dir- 
ector for a new centre for students 
with disabilities at the Ukrainian 
Catholic University, Lviv. He will 
speak about past summer camps 
for deaf students and parents and 
how they influenced thinking in 


For 


Deaf and Hard of Hearing People 
26""Summer Institute 2015 


чу об Alberta and Grant М: 


aud) 


deaf studies and education . 

Yuri Konkin, Director of the 
Ukrainian Resource and Develop- 
ment Centre (URDC) at MacEwan 
University, will explain how MacE- 
wan’s Centre of Support to Students 
with Disabilities is assisting Dr Ko- 
bel at UCU to create programs simi- 
lar to those in Edmonton. 

He will also explain how URDC 
is cooperating with the Canada 
Ukraine Alliance of Edmonton 
in delivering information on Post 
Traumatic Spectrum Disorder 
(PTSD) to Ternopil State Medical 
University and to the Association 
of the Deaf in Ukraine. Canadian 
methods of treatment are being 
tailored to the needs of soldiers and 
war-displaced internal migrants, 
with particular attention to the 
needs of deaf people in Ukraine. 

Amorena Bartlett, a student from 
MacEwan University, will explain 


her upcoming trip to engage with 


Kyiv sues Moscow at UN court 


By Christopher Miller 

(RFE/RL)—Ukraine has sued 
Russia at the UN International 
Court of Justice (ICJ) in The 
Hague, accusing Moscow of acts of 
“terrorism” and “discrimination” 
related to its backing separatists in 
eastern Ukraine and its annexation 
of the Crimean Peninsula 

The Foreign Ministry filed the 
lawsuit late on January 16 at the re- 
quest of President Petro Poroshenko. 

It claims that Russia has violated 
the UN Convention For The Sup- 
pression Of The Financing Of Ter- 
rorism by supporting separatists 
fighting government forces in a 
war that has killed more than 9,750 
people since April 2014. 

It also claims that Russia has op- 
pressed Crimean Tatars, an ethnic 
minority whose homeland is Cri- 
mea. 

“For three years, Russia has been 
committing the illegal annexation 
of Crimea, illegal occupation of the 
east of our country in the territory of 
[the] Donetsk and Luhansk regions, 
[and] implementing the policy of 
elimination and discrimination 
in Crimea,” Poroshenko said at a 
meeting with Crimean Tatar leader 
Mustafa Dzhemilevy and three other 
top officials. 


Armed Russians “have commit- 
ted numerous terrorist attacks af- 
fecting hundreds of thousands ої 
innocent people forced to leave 
their home,” he said. 

“Russia must pay the price for its 
aggression,” Poroshenko said. 

Ukrainian authorities call the 
nearly three-year-old conflict in 
eastern Ukraine an “antiterrorist 
operation,” and often refer to those 
fighting against government forces 
as “terrorists.” 

Neither Kyiv nor Russia, which 
denies it has backed the separatists 
with troops or weapons despite 
mounting evidence, has formally 
declared war. 

Foreign Ministry spokeswoman 
Mariana Betsa told RFE/RL that the 
lawsuit was the result of three years 
of “titanic work” by Ukrainian au- 
thorities. It is the first lawsuit filed 
with the ІС) by Куїу, which has 
sent at least four lawsuits against 
Russia to the European Court of 
Human Rights in Strasbourg. 

Ukraine is aware that the ICJ 
may not consider the lawsuit for 
years, if ever, Betsa said. 

“But we have hope,” she said, 
adding that it is “inevitable” that 
Russia will bear responsibility “for 
crimes it has committed.” 


n, College 


the Association of the Deaf in 
Ukraine, sponsored by the Canada 
Ukraine Alliance. Following the 
three presentations there will be a 
public question and answer session 
in English and Ukrainian as well as 
coffee to facilitate informal discus- 
sions. 

The presentations will be preced- 
ed by a brief Annual General Meet- 
ing of the Canada Ukraine Alliance. 
Everyone is invited to attend. More 
information is available from the 
Dr. Roman Petryshyn, President 
of the Canada Ukraine Alliance 
at 780.431-1473 or petryshynr1@ 
gmail.com 
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Dr Hareychuk with Medal and Certificate 


Dr Hareychuk awarded 
medal for promotion 


of Armed Forces of 
Ukraine 


(UkrNews)—Instrumental in Ukraine’s acceptance into Invictus 
Games Toronto 2017, Toronto native, Dr Richard Hareychuk has been 
awarded “Medal For the Promotion of the Armed Forces of Ukraine” 

In 2016, Dr Hareychuk single-handedly organized the Invictus Ukraine 
Bid Committee, just one in a long list of accomplishments in helping the 
soldiers and veterans of the Ukrainian Armed Forces. On July 13, 2016 
Dr Hareychuk made a formal presentation on behalf of the wounded 
heroes of Ukraine at the offices of Invictus Toronto 2017. He explained 
to the Canadian officials that “Ukrainian soldiers and Ukrainian society 
needed to be at the Invictus Games in 2017” 

“Tn the past two days, mass shelling has taken place in the eastern 
Ukrainian city of Avdiyivka, resulting in at least 10 soldiers killed, and 
dozens injured, yet much of the world has forgotten about Moscow’s 
aggression in Ukraine,” Hareychuk noted on Feb. 1, “but Ukrainian 
soldiers competing on the world stage in Toronto will hopefully remind 
people that in looking beyond Syria, military aggression against Ukraine 
has cost over 10,000 Ukrainian lives”. 

In late November, 2016, Minister of Defence of Ukraine, General 
Stepan Poltorak awarded a medal of recognition to the Toronto resident 
who has been actively aiding the Armed Forces of Ukraine since the 
invasion of Crimea and the start of the war in eastern Ukraine. Aid to the 
defenders of Ukraine over the past 34 months organized by Hareychuk’s 
group started with the supply of winter uniforms, and tactical items and 

- culminated in а massive PR campaign soliciting support from ‘Members 
of Parliament, foreign Ministries of Defence, and even writing to Prince 
Harry of Wales in an effort to get Ukraine invited to compete in the 
Invictus Games in September of this year. 

In September of 2016, Hareychuk received the good news by email, as 
did his partner from Ukraine Oksana Horbach, and the Military Attaché 
from Ukraine’s Embassy in Ottawa, Col. Ihor Likarenko, that the Invictus 


committee in Toronto had approved Ukraine as the newest member of і 


the NATO-aligned athletic competition for wounded and sick veterans. 
Despite being honoured by a foreign Ministry, the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress which represents established Ukrainian organizations in 
Canada, chooses to purposely ignore Dr. Hareychuk’s accomplishments. 

In addition to his effort regarding Invictus, Dr. Hareychuk was 
recognized for his dedication and thousands of tireless hours spent in 


supporting the soldiers of Ukraine by General Stepan Poltorak, Minister 


of Defence of Ukraine. The medal and accompanying certificate were 
brought back to Canada from Ukraine by Hareychuk’s wife, to whom the 
medal was delivered. By all accounts, he is the only volunteer in Canada 
to receive this honour from the Ministry of Defence. 

“Tt is hard to express in words”, Hareychuk says, “but there are soldiers 
both on the front lines , and in hospital and rehabilitation settings who ask 
for assistance, and we do what we can to.support these brave men and 
women’. Toronto’s Ukrainian diaspora has been particularly active and 

_ Supportive of events in Ukraine since the Revolution of Dignity which 
began in November 2013. Dr. Hareychuk traveled to Kyiy at that time to 
lend his support. 

Dr. Hareychuk is an optometrist, practicing full-time in Toronto. He 
was a founding member of Army SOS Canada, as well as the Ukraine- 
Canada Coalition, a grass-roots organization which operated on a lean 
budget, and had a small group of equally-dedicated men and women, 
who were extremely effective in aiding the soldiers of Ukraine. 
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Left to Right: Gene Zwozdesky, Dr. Peter Savaryn, Paul Teterenko, John Boyko 


Savaryns donate significant 
_art collection to UCAMA 


(UktNews)—The Ukrainian Canadian Archives 
and Museum of Alberta (UCAMA) on-January 29 
unveiled a significant art collection that was recently 
donated by Peter and Olga Savaryn. 

The “Peter and Olga Savaryn Art Collection” is a di- 
verse collection of 77 paintings and prints by Ukrain- 
ian artists from Canada, Ukraine and other countries. 
Dr. Peter Savaryn, C.M. is Chancellor Emeritus of the 
University of Alberta and Ukrainian Canadian activ- 
ist. Dr. Savaryn and his wife Olga are respected for 
their generosity, initiatives and dedicated community 
work. 

“This is a truly wonderful gift that will make its 
mark here at UCAMA,” stated Paul Teterenko, Presi- 
dent of UCAMA’s Board of Directors at the reception. 
“May God bless Peter and Olga Savaryn with many 
years of health that they may come to visit the exhibi- 
tion at the new museum.” 

“This collection is a labour of love, collected over 
many years with my wife,” said Dr. Peter Savaryn. 

“This gift is our love letter to the Ukrainian and Ca- 
nadian community, and it is to be shared and to be en- 
joyed by all. Our objective is for the preservation and 
presentation of our rich history and heritage for all. So 
that the efforts of our forefathers and mothers will not 
be forgotten. 

“We hope that people enjoy the diversity of the col- 
lection. 

“With this collection want to also want to state the 
importance of supporting local artists-perhaps lesser- 
known nationally, but definitely not inferior in talent 
and importance. 

“They give us a glimpse into a more intimate por- 
trayal of and some braver artistic voices. 

“We hope this collection will enhance the scope and 
range of the existing art collection at UCAMA,” he 
added. 

Businessman John Boyko (Pacific Valve Services 
Inc.), whose family donated $250,000 to the project, 
thanked the Savaryns for the gift and noted that UCA- 
MA aims to preserve over 125 years of contributions 
by Ukrainians to Canadian history, Canadian politics, 
Canadian sports, Canadian arts and culture, Canadian 
technology-making UCAMA not simply a Ukrainian 
museum, but also a truly Canadian museum. 

“Tn the hands of our archivists, and with the guid- 
ance of important culture-bearers in the Ukrainian 
community, we want to build a place where these ar- 
tifacts come alive, and present our unique story in our 


way,” he said. : 

Master of Ceremonies Gene Zwozdesky, former 
Speaker of the Alberta Legislature, noted that UCA- 
MA “aims to preserve over 125 years of contributions 
by Ukrainians to Canadian history, Canadian politics, 
Canadian sports, Canadian arts and culture, Canadian 
technology-making UCAMA not simply a Ukrainian 
museum, but also a truly Canadian museum.” 

“Our goal at UCAMA is to preserve and share this 
long legacy. ; 

“We ask that both community members апа аї'Теу- 
els of government understand the importance of sup- 
porting projects/building such as UCAMA. 

“UCAMA is a living monument that speaks will 
speak to future generations of Canadians,” he added. 

Bill Petruck gave an overview of the UCAMA fund- 
raising campaign aimed at building a modern, 26,000 
square foot Museum and Archive to host in-house and 
travelling exhibits and support active research and 
education. The Museum will house an extensive and 
growing collection under safe, state-of-the-art condi- 
tions 

It consists of four phases. The first involves the pur- 
chase of the new building on Jasper Avenue and the 
restoration of the historic building. To this end $11.7 
million has been invested and $2.6 million remains to 
be raised. Phase II involves the interior construction 
and requires $9 million, Phase II, scheduled for 2919 


involves equipment furnishing and exhibit develop- 


ment and requires another $5 million, while Phase IV 
is the establishment of an endowment fund with an- 
other $5 million. 

Over the years, some 60 special and temporary 
exhibits have supplemented UCAMA’s stenographic 
collection of more than 4,000 artifacts. These have 
included art, photos, historical and literary exhibits 
and presentations that were often attended by distin- 
guished politicians and academic guests. 

The library holds over 40,000 volumes in its main 
collection, including rare books published in Ukraine 
from the early eighteenth century and books pub- 
lished in Western airline, especially Galicia, during 
the 1920’s and 1930’s. 

UCAMA is the only institution in Alberta that spe- 
cifically collects Ukrainian Canadian archival mate- 
rials. The archives contain a wealth of materials and 
important private collections including the archives 
of Michael Luchkovich, thy first Ukrainian Canadian 
Member of Canada’s Parliament. 


SUSK announces Bitter Harvest national tour 


(SUSK)—The Ukrainian Canadian Students’ Union 
(SUSK), together with dFilms and our Ukrainian Stu- 
dent Organizations (USOs), is excited to announce 
that it will be launching pre-screenings across Canada 
for the most anticipated film of the year: Bitter Har- 
vest. Although the movie is slated for a March 3rd re- 
lease across Canada, SUSK will share the feature film 
across Canada on March Ist in Edmonton, Saskatoon, 
Winnipeg and Montreal. 


“We are incredibly honoured by this opportunity,” 
remarked SUSK President Cassian Soltykevych, “as 
this tour not only demonstrates the strong capacity of 
our clubs, but also provides us the unique opportun- 
ity to spread awareness for this tragically overlooked 
genocide and ensure that it becomes better-known to 
the general public.” 

Venues are yet to be arranged, but to get more infor- 
mation go to the SUSK website at: http://susk.ca/ 
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Interpretation staff jumping over the burning didukh, or sheaf of grain. 


UCHV celebrates Jordantwice 


(UkrNews)—The Feast of Jordan was celebrated 
twice at the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage this year. 

The first celebration was held January 19, the actual 
date of the Feast of Jordan, which celebrates the 
Baptism of Jesus Christ, on the traditional Ukrainian 
Julian calendar and the second the following day. 

This was done in order to facilitate students from 
St. Martin’s Ukrainian Bilingual School, who were 
unable to attend January 19 due to an early dismissal. 

Approximately 200 students from St. Martin 
attended the second day. On the first day approximately 
140 students from Holy Redeemer Catholic School in 
Ardrossan and visitors attended. 

School field trips for Jordan are organized as part of 
the UVHV’s education program. 

One of the most important holy days of the 


Russia Today the real culprit behind Fox 
News erroneous Quebec terrorist tweet 


(UkrNews)—Fox News has apologized for a tweet 
that inaccurately identified the suspect in the January 
30 Quebec mosque terror attack as a man of Moroccan 
origin, after a demand from the Canadian government. 

“FoxNews.com initially corrected the misreported 
information with a tweet and an update to the story on 
January 31. The earlier tweets have now been delet- 


- ed,” Refet Kaplan, the managing director at FoxNews. 


com, said in a statement. “We regret the error.” 

On Jan. 31, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s office 
called on Fox News to “either retract or update” the 
“false and misleading” tweet, noting that the suspect 
had been identified as a French Canadian, not some- 
one of Moroccan origin., reported CNN 

Alexandre Bissonnette, 27, faces six counts of first- 
degree murder and five attempted murder charges in 
Sunday’s shooting, according to the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police in Quebec. 

“These tweets by Fox News dishonor the memory 
of the six victims and their families by spreading mis- 
information, playing identity politics, and perpetuat- 
ing fear and division within our communities,” Kate 
Purchase, the prime minister’s director of communica- 
tions, said in a statement. 

“We need to remain focused on keeping our com- 
munities safe and united instead of trying to build 
walls and scapegoat communities,” Purchase con- 
tinued. “Muslims are predominantly the greatest vic- 
tims of terrorist acts around the world, To paint terror- 
ists with a broad brush that extends to all Muslims is 
not just ignorant — it is irresponsible.” 


a ee nl 
Merkel, Trump discuss ‘fundamental importance’ of NATO 


(RFE/RL)—German Chancellor Angela Merkel and 
U.S. President Donald Trump stressed the importance 
of the NATO alliance to global security during their 
first call since Trump’s inauguration. 

The leaders “agreed on the NATO alliance’s funda- 
mental importance to the broader transatlantic rela- 
tionship and its role in ensuring the peace and stabil- 
ity of our North Atlantic community,” according to a 
White House statement on January 28. 

“In this vein, the leaders recognized that NATO 
must be capable of confronting 21st century threats 
and that our common defense requires appropriate in- 
vestment in military capabilities to ensure all allies are 
contributing their fair share to our collective security.” 


UCCA urges continued 
U.S. support of Ukraine 


(UkrNews)—The Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
(UCCA), the largest representative body of Americans of Ukrainian des- 
cent, has issued a statement urging continued U.S. support for Ukraine by 
maintaining, even strengthening U.S. sanctions against Russia. 

Newly inaugurated U.S. President Donald Trump has consistently 
praised Russian dictator Vladimir Putin and has suggested sanctions im- 
plemented against Russia for its aggression in Ukraine, may be lifted. 

“While every new administration looks to take a fresh approach to for- 
eign policy, even the mention of possibly lifting the existing sanctions 
against Russia while the two largest militaries in Europe are actively en- 
gaged in this nearly 3-year-old tand war sends a dangerous message to 
our adversaries, and puts to question America’s ability to lead the Euro-- 
Atlantic alliance through this new century untainted by World Wars,” 
states the UCCA in a release issued January 28. 

“Our community, like other ethnic communities throughout this 
great nation whose people and homelands have come under attack by 
Putin’s Russia, believe instead that the United States should maintain 
and strengthen sanctions to ratchet up the pressure on Russia and those 
companies which support Russia’s illegal actions in Ukraine. The United 
States should also further develop the 20-year military relationship with 
Ukraine, and press forward with the European Reassurance Initiative 
with a persistent rotational presence of air, land, and sea forces on the ter- 
ritory of NATO allies such as Bulgaria, Estonia, Germany, Latvia, Lithu- 
ania, Poland, and Romania, as a buffer against Russia further advancing 
its military adventurism into NATO countries and threatening the shared 
post-WWII collective security order. | 

“Tn light of Russia’s ongoing assault of Ukraine through military, eco- 
nomic, cyber and information warfare, President Trump should continue 
America’s bipartisan record of support for Ukraine, as maintaining the 
commitments made to our allies on matters of such grave importance 
represent the best of our nations’ shared values and ideals,” continues. 

The UCCA says it has consistently advocated for Ukraine’s freedom 
and independence over the course of three-quarters of a century. 

"Аз a united voice for our community, we have stood behind national 
policies designed to “make America strong in power” and “resolute in its 
foreign relations” (Address of the First Ukrainian American Congress, 
May 24, 1940), have repeatedly called upon the United States to live up 
to its obligations to Ukraine as a signatory of the Budapest Memoran- 
dum, and have forthrightly advocated for maintaining and strengthening 
the existing sanctions regime against the Russian Federation until the 
withdrawal of all covert and overt Russian forces and equipment from 
Ukraine. Therefore, when a senior adviser to President Trump suggests 
in a televised interview that lifting U.S. sanctions on Russia is ‘under 
consideration’ by the United States, we believe it is incumbent on the 
President and our elected officials to come out and correct the record. 

“The United States, as the bastion of democracy in the free world, 
and the President, as its Executive, must always take the lead in promo- 
ting international norms, defending basic human rights and freedoms, 
and charting a course of geopolitical stability. Ukraine today stands as 
the only non-NATO partner nation to have contributed actively to all 
NATO-led operations and missions for the past 20 years, and deserves at 
minimum, the same support given to other strategic allies by the United 
States. Over the course of the past 1,000 days, Russia’s war on Ukraine 
has taken over 10,000 lives, displaced over 2 million civilians (the largest 
wartime displacement in Europe since WWII), and bears the responsibil- 
ity for downing a commercial airliner over Ukraine, killing 298 innocent 
men, women and children,” says the UCCA. 


PHOTO — UCHV 


Ukrainian church calendar. Jordan, also known as 
the Feast of the Epiphany, is observed annually at 
the end of the popular Ukrainian Christmas season |. 
to commemorate the baptism of Christ, although the 
liturgical Ukrainian Christmas season lasts until the 
Presentation of the Lord (February 2 on the Gregorian 
Calendar and February 15 on the Julian). 

The celebrations begin with church services at the 
three churches at the Ukrainian Village — St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic, St. Vladimir Ukrainian Orthodox 
and St. Nicholas Russo-Orthodox, followed by a 
water blessing ceremony at the ice cross. 

As well, costumed role players demonstrate how 
Ukrainian pioneers celebrated this special day, 
including the ceremony of jumping over the burning 
didukh, or sheaf of grain. 


“If we allow individuals and organizations to ‘suc- 
ceed by scaring people, we do not actually end up 
any safer,” she wrote. “Fear does not make us safer. 
It makes us weaker. Ramping up fear and closing our 
borders is not a solution. It distracts from the real 
issues that affect people’s day to day life.” 

But, according to The Daily Dot, RT (Russia To- 
day.) News, a state-owned Russian website, had ear- 
lier issued an alert that appeared on every page of its 
website claiming the shooter shouted “God is great” 
in Arabic while carrying out the murders. Fox News 
meréfy followed suit after RT. The report was wholly 
unverified. 

While most Americans were still asleep, a misinfor- 
mation campaign was being carried out on Twitter 
that largely targeted users who lean right politically. 
Pamela Geller, a right-wing commentator famous for 
her “Draw the Prophet” contests and a partnership 
with a prominent American white supremacist named 
Richard Spencer, is among the more well-known in- 
dividuals who deserve credit for circulating the fake 
news of the Syrian refugee assailant. 

Among those circulating fake news about the shoot- 
ing were accounts supportive of Trump and the visa 
ban he ordered on January 28 restricting travel from 
seven predominantly Muslim countries. Many of the 
accounts appeared to have no regard for the truth and 
were instead seizing the moment to inspire hatred 
toward the Muslim victims. Others appear to be gul- 
lible bystanders with their own preconceived biases 
against non-whites, reported The Daily Dot. 
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Trump has worried some European allies after criti- 
cizing NATO, at one point calling it “obsolete” be- 
cause it had not done enough to fight terrorism and 
saying that many members were not pulling their 
weight financially. 

The two also discussed the “need to strengthen al- 
ready robust cooperation in the fight against terrorism 
and violent extremism, and to work to stabilize con- 
flict areas in the Middle East and North Africa.” 

A joint statement said that Russia and Ukraine were 
also discussed, without giving details. 

A spokesman for Merkel said Trump had accepted 
the chancellor’s invitation to attend the G20 meeting 
in Hamburg in July. 
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White House, Kremlin say Trump, 
Putin agree to work together 
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(RFE/RL)—The White House says the 
first official phone call between President 
Donald Trump and his Russian counter- 
part, Vladimir Putin “was a significant start 
to improving the relationship between the 


United States and Russia that is in need of 


repair. * 

The hour-long call on January 28 was their 
first official contact since Trump’s inaugura- 
tion on January 20. 


In statements released by the Kremlin and 


the White House, there was only passing 
mention of the situation in Ukraine, where 
Russia’s annexation of the Crimea Peninsula 
prompted sweeping U.S. and European sanc- 
tions. In the days leading up to the call, there 
was speculation that Trump would move to 
lift those measures. 

There was also no reference to the ques- 
tion of Russia’s alleged interference in the 
US. presidential election. U.S. intelligence 
agencies have concluded that Russia inter- 
fered using computer hacking and propa- 
ganda, seeking to bolster Trump’s campaign. 

“Both President Trump and President Pu- 
tin are hopeful that after today’s call the two 
sides can move quickly to tackle terrorism 
and other important issues of mutual con- 
cern,” the White House said in a short state- 
ment released after the call. 

The Kremlin, meanwhile, had a similarly 
upbeat assessment of the conversation, say- 
ing it showed there is “a mood for restoring 
and improving” cooperation between the 
United States and Russia. 

It said that “both sides showed their readi- 
ness for active, joint work to stabilize and 
develop Russian-American cooperation.” 

The Kremlin said Putin and Trump both 
favored the idea of coordinating Russian 
and U.S. actions in Syria aimed at defeat- 
ing Islamic State (IS) militants and what the 

' Kremlin called “other terrorist groups.” 

It said Putin and Trump stressed the im- 
portance of “restoring mutually beneficial 
trade and economic ties” between their two 
countries. 

However, Putin’s spokesman Dmitry 
Peskoy told Interfax that Trump and Putin 
did not discuss the issue of easing U.S. sanc- 
tions that have been imposed against Russia 
over its illegal annexation of Ukraine’s Сті- 
mea region and Moscow’s support for pro- 
Russia separatists in eastern Ukraine. 

The Kremlin statement said Putin and 
Trump did discuss the situation in Ukraine. 

It said the two leaders agreed to establish 

“partner-like cooperation” on international 
issues, including “the crisis in Ukraine,” the 
situation in the Middle East, strategic stabil- 
ity, and the fight against terrorism. 
It said they also discussed Iran’s nuclear pro- 
gram and developments on the Korean pen- 
insula, and that the two agreed to work out a 
time and a place for a future meeting. 

A photo released on Twitter by White 
House press secretary Sean Spicer showed 
Trump in the Oval office during the call with 
Vice President Michael Pence, U.S. Nation- 
al Security Adviser Michael Flynn, White 
House Chief of Staff Reince Priebus, and 
Trump senior adviser Steve Bannon. 

Spicer said Trump spoke by telephone 
with German Chancellor Angela Merkel for 
45 minutes on January 28 before his call 
with Putin. 

Germany and France on January 28 both 
expressed concern about reports from the 
United States suggesting the Trump admin- 
istration was considering the possibility of 
lifting U.S. sanctions against Russia. 

Berlin and Paris both insist that European 
Union sanctions against Russia should not 
be lifted without progress by Moscow on im- 
plementing the Minsk peace accords, which 
are aimed at bringing an end to the war in 
eastern Ukraine between Kyiv’s government 
forces and Russia-backed separatists. 

- Speaking at a press conference with Mer- 
kel in Berlin on January 27, French President 
Francois Hollande said, “there are challen- 


ges posed by the new U.S. administration in 
regards to commercial rules, in regards to the 
conflicts in the world.” 

“We of course have to speak to Donald 
Trump, as he was chosen by the Americans 
to be their president,” Hollande said. “But 
we have to do it with a European point of 
view and promote our interests and values. 
That’s why it’s so important not only to talk 
to each other but also to come together.” 

Merkel, for her part, said U.S. and EU 
sanctions should stay in place pending full 
implementation of the Minsk accords aimed 
at bringing an end to the conflict in eastern 
Ukraine, which has killed more than 9,750 
since April 2014. 

“We’ve been continuing to argue that in- 
side the European Union,” she said. 

On January 27, senior Trump adviser Kel- 
lyanne Conway said the White House was 
considering the lifting of sanctions. 

Asked by Fox News whether the issue 
would be “on the table right away,” Conway 
replied, “All of that is under consideration.” 

Following Conway’s comments about 
sanctions on January 27, both Paul Ryan and 
Mitch McConnell — the top Republicans in 
the House of Representatives and the Senate, 
respectively — said they opposed lifting the 
sanctions against Russia. 

Meanwhile, U.S. Senator John McCain, 
the Republican chairman of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, warned that he 
would try to cement the sanctions if Trump 
tried to lift the punitive measures. 

“For the sake of America’s national secur- 
ity and that of our allies, I hope President 
Trump will put an end to this speculation and 
reject such a reckless course,” McCain said 
in a January 27 statement. “If he does not, I 
will work with my colleagues to codify sanc- 
tions against Russia into law.” 

Because Obama used executive orders to 
impose several waves of sanctions to punish 
Russia for its 2014 annexation of Ukraine’s 
Crimea territory and its backing of armed sep- 
aratists in eastern Ukraine, Trump could undo 
these measures with his own executive orders. 

But legislation to enshrine the sanctions 
in law would tie Trump’s hands in the mat- 
ter, and lawmakers could override any White 
House veto should such a bill garner suffi- 
cient support in both houses of Congress. 

Another Republican senator, Rob Port- 
man of Ohio, also backed the idea of putting 
the sanctions into law, saying that lifting the 
punitive measures would send “a dangerous 
message.” 

“We must stand by our allies in the region, 
including Ukraine,” Portman, co-chairman 
of the Senate Ukraine Caucus, said on Janu- 
ary 27. 

Republican House Speaker Paul Ryan on 
January 27 also spoke out in support of con- 
tinued sanctions against Russia. 

Ryan told the Politico website he thought 
the sanctions imposed by Obama’s executive 
order were overdue, saying, “I think they 
should stay.” 

Asked whether Russia would have to 
change its ways in order for the United States 
to ease sanctions — a reference to Moscow’s 
intervention in Ukraine and Syria — Con- 
way told Fox News that Trump “will call out 
other nations when he believes [what they 
are doing is] not in the American interest, in 
the interest of humanity.” 

“But that’s what these conversations are 
for, these private conversations with world 
leaders,” she said. 

The European Union has also imposed 
sanctions on Russia in response to its expan- 
sionism in Ukraine. 

Both the Obama administration and Brus- 


sels repeatedly stressed the importance of 


unity on the matter, though cracks have 
emerged within the 28-member EU bloc on 
the usefulness of prolonging sanctions. 
Those fissures would likely widen should 
the Trump administration decide to relax 
U.S. sanctions or remove them altogether. 


the sanctions 
ure of Crimea in 2014, support for separatists 
in eastern Ukraine, and alleged interference 
on Trump’s behalf in the U.S. election — 
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Reading the readouts 


A closer look at the Trump-Putin phone call 


By Steve Gutterman 

(RFE/RL)—For Americans and Rus- 
sians looking for clues about how relations 
will shape up under U.S. President Donald 
Trump, the Kremlin and White House read- 
outs of his first post-inauguration phone 
call with Vladimir Putin had something for 
everyone — and not quite enough for any- 
one. 

Beyond the upbeat talk of mending badly 
strained ties and cooperating against terror- 
ism, the two statements left plenty of ques- 


tions about exactly what the two presidents 
discussed in the January 28 call and what, if 
anything, they agreed on in any detail. 


RFE/RL takes a closer look at what the 


readouts said — and left unsaid — about 
four key issues. 


Sanctions 


If you’re skeptical about speculation that 


Trump is about to ease or lift sanctions im- 
posed on Russia by former President Barack 
Obama’s administration, you’ve got plenty 
of grounds for it: Neither the Kremlin state- 
ment nor the much shorter White House 
readout, issued a few hours later, made any 
reference to sanctions. 


Furthermore, officials on both sides said 
imposed over Russia’s seiz- 


were not discussed in the call, which came 


a day after Trump said it was “very early” to 
be talking about lifting them. 


But those who think Trump may be closer 
than he suggests to easing sanctions found 
support for their suspicions in the Kremlin 
statement, which said the presidents stressed 


the importance of “restoring mutually bene- 
ficial trade and economic ties” between their 


countries. 

Some observers in both Russia and the 
West interpreted that as a hint that at least 
some of the punitive measures will go on the 
chopping block to clear the way for com- 
merce. 

And what of the insistence in Washington 
and Moscow that Trump and Putin didn’t 
discuss the sanctions at all? 

Well, the argument goes, at this point it is 
in neither president’s interest to move too 
quickly, at least in public. Trump is under 
pressure from both U.S. political parties 
and key European allies to keep sanctions 
in place. For Putin, it’s because Russia has 
made a show of saying that it can endure any 
hardship and is not pleading for the punish- 
ments to be lifted. 


Ukraine 

In Kyiv, Trump’s election has prompted 
fears that the United States could sacrifice sup- 
port for Ukraine for better relations with Rus- 
sia. That would make the country even more 
vulnerable to influence and interference from 
Moscow, which has also backed separatists in 
a war against government forees that has killed 
more than 9,750 people. 

Those concerns were hardly soothed by 
the Kremlin readout of the call, which said 
that the two agreed to “establish partner-like 
cooperation” on international issues includ- 


ing what it called “the crisis” in Ukraine. 

For some observers, that read like a sug- 
gestion that Ukraine’s fate would be in the 
hands of a newly forged partnership between 
Moscow and Washington. 

Fanning such fears may have been the 
Kremlin’s intent. But it could also be an 
overinterpretation; the wording might mean 
little more than that Trump and Putin agreed 
that their countries should interact construct- 
ively on a range of global issues — the ano- 
dyne stuff of past statements, at least during 
warmer times in the relationship. 

Anyone who hoped Trump’s team would 
shed more light on the subject was dis- 
appointed: There was no mention of Ukraine 
in the White House statement. 


Syria And Terrorism 

Putin has long accused the United States 
of double-standards on terrorism. The 
Obama administration said Moscow used 
the fight against the extremist group Islamic 
State as a pretext for a- Syrian air campaign 
aimed mainly at backing President Bashar 
al-Assad. 

Remarks by Russian officials suggest that 
the election of Trump, who has repeatedly 
expressed hope that the two countries can 
get together and “knock the hell out of” Is- 
lamic State, has raised the Kremlin’s hopes 
that closer cooperation against terrorism 
— and with it, perhaps, closer positions on 


issues ranging from Ukraine to human nghts | 


— is imminent. 

Both readouts support that idea, making 
clear that fighting Islamic State and terror- 
ism was the main topic and a top priority.- 

The White House statement, in fact, men- 
tioned no other specific issue aside from bi- 
lateral relations, while the Kremlin readout 
listed several others including Ukraine, the 
Middle East, the Korean Peninsula, and nu- 
clear proliferation. 

But the Kremlin statement, which was 
substantially longer than the White House 
readout, seemed to hint at more specific 
cooperation — particularly in Syria, where 
the two countries have conducted separate 
bombing campaigns. 

“The presidents called for the establish- 
ment of real coordination of Russian and 
American actions with the aim of crushing 
[IS] and other terrorist organizations in Syr- 
ia,” it said. 


Face-To-Face 
A phone call is one thing, but face-to- 
face talks would be likely to send a stronger 


signal that ties are on the mend. Meeting in | 


person sooner rather than later is arguably of 
particular importance to Putin, who may be 
eager for the optics of a superpower summit. 

After initial talk of a meeting soon after 
Trump’s inauguration, Russian officials have 
sought to manage expectations recently by 
saying it could take months to arrange. 

Still, thé Kremlin statement seemed to 
suggest that the presidents could get together 
soon, saying that they agreed to order sub- 
ordinates to come up with a potential time 
and place for a personal meeting. 

The White House statement made no men- 
tion of a personal meeting. 
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Nadia Volkova leans over the body of her mother, Katya, who was killed during shelling in the eastern Ukrainian 


city of Avdiyivka on February 1. 


War returns with a fury to 
embattled Ukrainian city 


By Christopher Miller 

(RFE/RL)—Nadia Volkova col- 
lapses to her knees atop the blood- 
stained snow and examines the 
body of her 60-year-old mother, 
Katya. 

Bricks keep the winter breeze 
from blowing a patterned blanket 
off the shrapnel-riddled corpse. 

- Volkova, 24, strokes her moth- 
er’s arm, her body trembling, her 
bloodshot eyes welling with tears. 
She waits for a coroner to take the 
body away. 

War returned with a fury January 
29 to the eastern Ukrainian city of 
Avdiyivka. On February 1, around 
7:30 a.m., a salvo of rockets rained 
down on the city of 22,000, resi- 
dents say. Katya Volkova, a mother 
and grandmother, was killed on the 
toad from her house as she walked 
to the market. 

Nearly three years since first 
erupting, the war here in eastern 
Ukraine has exploded anew, with 

_ deadly fighting between govern- 
ment forces and Russia-backed 
separatists reported up and down 
the 450-kilometer front line. 

Avdiyivka has been hit the hard- 
est. Roughly since January 28, day 
and night, outgoing and incoming 
artillery salvos have been almost 
ceaseless. The industrial city has 
been transformed into a place of 
broken glass and mourning, where 
armored vehicles clog traffic and 
soldiers outnumber locals on the 
streets. 

In intensity and bloodshed, the 
new fighting has echoes of another 
battle two years ago — for De- 
baltseve. That fight, for the stra- 
tegic railway junction 70 kilom- 


February 1. 


eters northeast of here, ended in the 
deaths of hundreds of Ukrainian 
soldiers after they were encircled 
by Russian troops and their separa- 
tist proxies. 

It led to a peace deal known as 
the Minsk II agreements that has 
led to nothing resembling peace. 

But Avdiyivka is not that bad, 
says Petro Ivanovich, who was 
awoken overnight to the sound of 
rockets crashing into the school- 
yard adjacent to his apartment 
building. 

“Its not Debaltseve. Not yet,” 
says Petro, who like many resi- 
dents gave only his first and middle 
names. The dark craters and the 
shrapnel spray from them easily. 
stand out in the snow. The empty 
field looks like a moonscape. 

In all, at least 10 civilians and 
fighters on both the government 
and Russia-backed separatist sides 
have been killed since January 29. 
The Ukrainian military said two 
more soldiers died in fighting over- 
night, and at least two more were 
wounded. It was unclear if the new 
casualties were included in the up- 
dated death toll. 

On the separatists’ side, no cas- 
ualty figures have been announced, 
though a top commander confirmed 
the deaths of three fighters, includ- 
ing a fellow commander. 

Residents say both sides are to 
blame. 

“Ukrainian heroes, they say? 
How heroic this action was!” said 
another man, Vikor, gesturing to 
what little is left of his neighbor’s 
home. He said he supports neither 
side because “both are filled with 
criminals.” 


A home sits destroyed after a shell struck it in the morning hours of 


Nearly two dozen homes were 
roofless due to the shelling, 
Ukraine’s National Security and 
Defense Council chief Oleksandr 
Turchynov told RFE/RL during an 
impromptu visit on February 1. 

But nearly the entire city was 
without electricity and heat as tem- 
peratures plunged to minus 18 de- 
grees Celsius. 

At the Avdiyivka coke plant — 
the largest employer in the city 
— the facility serves to both turn 
coal into coke, but also has a heat- 
ing unit that helps heat much of the 
city. 

General Director Musa Magome- 
Чоу says his 4,000 employees are 
working overtime trying to keep 
the city heated. But he says the fa- 
cility is working at only 20 percent 
capacity after shelling knocked out 
the electricity. 

If the plant were to shut down, 
Magomedoy says, the city would 
empty out, and become “a village.” 

At a pop-up humanitarian-aid 
station, more than 2,000 people 
lined up at midday for soup, bread, 
and rations at field kitchens oper- 
ated by soldiers. Scores squeezed 
into a warming tent meant to hold 
only a couple dozen. 

Emergency official Vladislav 
Husinskyy said 175 people, includ- 
ing 88 children, have evacuated to 
nearby cities since morning. By 
nightfall, the number will increase 
as buses from nearby cities of 
Svyatohirsk and Mariupol arrive. 

Not everyone wants to or can 
afford to leave, however. As she 
waves goodbye to a neighbor, pen- 
sioner Alla Aleksandroyna says she 
will stay to look after her daughter 
and granddaughter. The three of 
them survive on her $48-per-month 
pension and live in her paid-for 
apartment. 

“We have survived, and we will 
survive,” she says. 

Others aren’t so sure. 

Pavlo Zhebrivskyy, the chain- 
smoking Donetsk regional govern- 
or, tells a crowd of mostly elderly 
women in sheepskin jackets and 
fur hats that the authorities are 
working to restore electricity and 
heating to the city. He is repeatedly 
heckled. 

“But what about the shelling?” 
one woman shouts. 

“Yes, how are we supposed to 
sleep at night?” another screams. 

“What we need is an end to this 
war,” another yells. “We are being 
slaughtered!” 


The crew disembark from the Antonov after returning to base 


Ukraine says Russia fired 
on military transport 
plane over Black Sea 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s Defense Ministry said no one was injured in the 
incident and the Antonoy An-26 returned safely to base despite being hit 
several times. 

Ukraine’s Defense Ministry said no one was injured in the incident 
and the Antonov An-26 returned safely to base despite being hit several 
times. 

Ukrainian military authorities say that an unarmed military transport 
plane was hit by antiaircraft fire from a Russian naval vessel over a dis- 
puted area of the Black Sea. 

Ukraine’s Defense Ministry said no one was injured in the February 
1 incident and the plane returned safely to base despite being hit several 
times. 

A spokesman for the Russian Black Sea Fleet — based at the port of 
Sevastopol on Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula, which was annexed by Rus- 
sia in 2014 — said the Ukrainian aircraft acted “provocatively” by flying 
at “extremely low altitude.” 


The Russian spokesman denied that the aircraft was fired upon, saying = 


such claims by Ukraine were “a lie.” 

The spokesman said the plane made close passes to Russian oil plat- 
forms and security guards sent it a warning signal. 

The Ukrainian military said the shots were fired from a Russian Navy 
antisubmarine corvette patrolling the area. 

The incident occurred before noon local time over a part of the Black 
Sea that both Russia and Ukzaine claim. ; 


0 8 
Protesters vow to indefinitely block 


rail lines to eastern Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian nationalists have vowed to indefinitely block a || 


railway line into eastern Ukraine to protest against trade with Russia- 
backed separatists. ; 

Volodymyr Parasyuk, a deputy of the Verkhovna Rada, told Ukraina 
112 TV on January 27 that “all the railways will be blocked” and “the 
action will last more than just one or two days — it will be indefinite.” 

The blockade aims to stop both legal and illegal contraband trade with 
areas controlled by separatists and is being carried out by members of 
parliament and several dozen former volunteer fighters for the govern- - 
ment. з 

The blockade has held up 12 freight trains with more than 700 coaches 
since it began on January 26, TASS reported. 

Kyiv in 2015 banned almost all trade with separatist strongholds, 
prompting a boom in smuggling. The only commodity that can be ob- 
tained legally from the region is coal. 

The pro-Kyiv governor of the Luhansk region, Yuriy Harbuz, warmed 
that the blockade “threatens the energy security of the country,” in the 
height of winter. 

Harbuz said the protesters “had blocked empty train cars intended to 
transport coal into the territory controlled by Ukraine.” 

“Tf fuel supplies aren’t restarted, heat and power Stations in central and 
western Ukraine will be left without fuel,” he warned. 


eee 
Poroshenko signs decree allowing 


NATO training in Ukraine during 2017 


(RFE/RL)—Ukzainian President Petro Poroshenko has signed a de- 
cree allowing troops from the United States and other NATO countries to 
carry out training missions in Ukraine during 2017. 

The presidential website announced the signing on January 26, saying 
that, under a previously announced plan, Ukraine will host up to 3,000 
troops, along with equipment and aircraft, from the United States and other 
NATO countries under NATO’s Partnership for Peace program in 2017. 

It said about 2,500 troops, up to 10 navy surface ships, five submarines, 
planes, helicopters and other equipment, would arrive for 25 days during 
the summer as part of the Sea Breeze 2017 training operation. 

Maneuvers under an operation called Rapid Trident will also be held in 
Ukraine during 2017. 

Poroshenko’s decree also allows Ukrainian forces to take part in exer- 
cises outside of Ukraine, including scheduled maneuvers in Britain, Ger- ~ 
many, Slovakia, Poland, Lithuania, Denmark, Jordan, Bulgaria, Georgia, 
and Romania. 


Celebrating Unity Day 


People form a human chain across the Dnipro River during celebrations of Unity Day in 
Kyiv, Ukraine, on January 22. (Reuters/Gleb Garanich) 


McCain vows to cement sanctions against 
Russia if Trump tries to lift them 


(RFE/RL)—U.S. Senator John McCain 
says he will pursue legislation that would 
cement sanctions against Russia into law if 
President Donald Trump decides to lift them. 

McCain, a Republican from Arizona, made 
the pledge in a January 27 statement, a day 
before a planned phone call between Trump 
and Russian President Vladimir Putin. 

Earlier on January 27, senior Trump 
adviser Kellyanne Conway said in a 
television interview that lifting US. 
sanctions that were imposed against Russia 
over its actions in Ukraine and elsewhere 
was “under consideration.” 

McCain noted that the January 28 phone 
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call between Trump and Putin comes “amid 
widespread speculation that the White House is 
considering lifting sanctions against Russia.” 

“For the sake ofAmerica’s national security 
and that of our allies, I hope President Trump 
will put an end to this speculation and reject 
such a reckless course,” McCain said. “If he 
does not, I will work with my colleagues to 
codify sanctions against Russia into law.” 

McCain, a vocal critic of Putin, called the 
Russian president a “murderer and a thug 
who seeks to undermine American national 
security interests.” 

Moscow has repeatedly accused McCain 
of stirring up anti-Russian sentiment. 


» BANDURIST 
CHORUS 
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Inq historic first, two of North America’s premier Ukrainian performing 
arts ensembles present an evening of song, music, dance and bandura, 
celebrating Taras Shevchenko’s legacy. 


2ONTO MARCH 18, 2017 


Sony Centre for the Performing Arts 


INDSOR MARCH 19, 2017 


Chrysler Theatre » St.Clair College Centre For The Arts 


І(МОМТОМ APRIL 8-9, 2017 


Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium 


To purchase tickets online and for more information, please visit 
www.shumka.com « www.bandura.org 


Canadas Ambassador to Ukraine, Roman Waschuk, joined John Holuk, Chair of the UCC 
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Ukraine Appeal, to present ambulances to Ukrainian first responders 


10 Canadian ambulances 
delivered to Ukraine 


(ОСС National/UkrNews—During - an 
event celebrating the 25th anniversary of 
diplomatic relations between Canada and 
Ukraine on January 27, the Embassy of Can- 
ada in Ukraine, together with the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress (UCC) and the Inter- 
national Charitable Foundation “Caritas 
Ulksaine” transferred ten ambulances do- 
nated from Canada to medical institutions of 
different regions of Ukraine. 

The project “Ambulance for Ukraine” 
was initiated by SURAC (Saskatchewan- 
Ukraine Relations Advisory Committee) and 
now, given its national scope, is led by the 
UCC Ukraine Appeal in partnership with 
“Paramedic Chiefs of Canada,” in response 
to the critical need for high-tech medical 
ambulances created by Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine and the resulting humanitarian 
crisis. і 

“The ambulances were donated from 
across Canada, from Quebec to Alberta, and 
prepared for use in Ukraine with the support 
of industry partners. Hundreds of people 
from civil society, and the provincial and 
federal governments, participated in this 
project,” stated Roman Waschuk, Canada’s 
Ambassador to Ukraine. “The ambulances 
will be sent hospitals from Luhansk oblast 
to Chernivtsi — east to west across Ukraine. 
This is a gift from all of Canada — to all of 
Ukzaine.” 

“On behalf of the UCC Ukraine Appeal, 
I'd like to extend my sincere gratitude to all 
the volunteers, partners, sponsors and donors 
who made today’s handover possible,” stated 
John Holuk, Chair of the UCC Ukraine Ap- 
peal. “These ambulances will serve a critical 
need. The Ukrainian Canadian community 
will always stand together with the people of 
Ukzaine.” 

“J am very proud to work with the UCC 
and bring humanitarian assistance and sup- 
port to people in Ukraine who need it most,” 
said MaryAnn Mihychuk, MP for Kildonan— 
St. Paul. “The UCC is doing critical work in 
Ukraine’s most vulnerable areas, and our of- 
fice worked hard to get the support we need- 
ed from Global Affairs Canada.” 

The handover was the second phase of 
the project. In the first phase, four equipped 
ambulances were provided to a military hos- 
pital in Kharkiv, Dnipro and Vinnytsia in 
September 2015. 

The second phase of the project focuses 
on emergency aid to the civilian population. 
Ambulance services from across Canada do- 
nated 10 ambulances that will serve critical 
medical needs in three areas: 

“Mobile clinics”: four ambulances will 
be provided to district hospitals in Kharkiv 
region in the cities of Pervomaysk, Valkiv, 
Blyznyuky and Barvinkove, where a project 
to provide basic medical care to the most 


vulnerable populations through mobile med- 
ical teams will be implemented. The new 
ambulances will significantly expand the 
scope of providing health care to up to 40 
000 people every year who find themselves 
in difficult circumstances, especially inter- 
nally displaced people who were forced to 
leave their homes. 

Due to Russia’s aggression in eastern 
Ukzaine, the number of ambulances avail- 
able for emergency services in Donetsk and 
Luhansk oblasts was dramatically reduced. 
Three ambulances equipped with additional 
emergency equipment will be posted in Sey- 
erodonetsk, Luhansk oblast. 

Three ambulances will go to Тегпорії, 
Chernivtsi and Kharkiv, with each—hospi- 
tal focussed on delivering improved care 
to their communities and saving lives. In _ 
Ternopil the hospital will focuses on pro- 
viding specialized car for women with life 
threatening pregnancies and infant care for 
the entire oblast. In Kharkiv the hospital pro- 
vides critical heart surgery for infants from 
the entire eastern region. In Chernivtsi the 
hospital is expanding the area of responsibil- 
ity to provide care. The timely availability of 
patient transport is a critical component of 
life saving care. 

Financial support for the project was pro- 
vided by the Government of Canada; Ргоу- 
incial Governments of Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba; the ambulances were transferred 
to Ukraine through Canada Ukraine Founda- 
tion. 

Organizations including the Children of 
Срогпобу! Canadian Fund, Ukrainian Can- 
adian Congress Manitoba and Saskatchewan 
Provincial Councils, League of Ukrain- 
ian Canadians and Cosbild helped fund the 
transportation of the ambulances to Ukraine 
while major industry partners in Canada, in- 
cluding Crestline Coach Inc, Еегпо Canada 
and Demers Ambulances worked on prepar- 
ing and equipping the ambulances for ser- 
vice. Roy Foss and Jubilee Ford in Canada 
provided spare parts for maintenance and re- 
pair to help ensure reliable operation. Ambu- 
lance services from across Canada contrib- 
uted trauma supplies and medical equipment 
for the ambulances. 

Partners in Ukraine including Avtologis- 
tika transported the ambulances to Kyiv and 
in cooperation with DAF completed critical 
final ambulance preparations for certifica- 
tion, registration and handover of the ambu- 
lances to recipients. 

This humanitarian aid was transferred 
from Canada by the Canada Ukraine Foun- 
dation to Ukraine through the Foundation 
Caritas Ukraine, which completed customs 
clearance, certification and passed state 
registration prior to handing over the ambu- 
lances to the recipients. 


